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Congressman Matt Rosendale: Unsung Hero 
Representative Matt Rosendale, who has consistently scored 100 
percent in our Freedom Index, discusses a wide range of issues. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


The Importance of Elected Leaders 


In this issue, we feature a recent inter- 
view with Representative Matt Rosen- 
dale of Montana, one of Congress’ true 
unsung heroes who has quietly compiled 
a perfect 100-percent Freedom Index 
score during his time in Congress. Con- 
gressman Rosendale is a superb example 
of the type of staunch constitutionalist, 
pro-limited-government statesman that 
our country desperately needs. In recent 
years, we’ve seen a number of impres- 
sive constitutionalists elected to Con- 
gress, especially in the House, and they 
are beginning to exert significant influ- 
ence over policymaking. But there are 
still far too few, and the need for more of 
them is growing more acute by the day. 
The unholy coalition of radical leftists 
and accommodationist RINOs that con- 
trols the federal government is acceler- 
ating its efforts to destroy our economy, 
our constitutional checks and balances, 
and our individual liberty, propelling the 
federal government into bankruptcy and 
stampeding the American people into 
serfdom and oppression. 

This is why it is so important to elect 
the best possible leaders to Congress. 
Ideally, we would have a majority of 
men and women like Congressman 
Rosendale in both houses, elected lead- 
ers willing to be bound by the chains of 
the Constitution. Under such conditions, 
an informed electorate would work hand 
in hand with our elected leaders to re- 
store constitutional government and 
individual liberty. Under such an ar- 
rangement, instead of the bitter, intrac- 
table resistance to spending cuts that 
has become a perverse Beltway norm, 
we would see a rapid reduction in spend- 
ing and a disciplined paying down of the 
national debt. Instead of insolent Deep 
Staters and their bureaucratic myrmi- 
dons exercising illegitimate power, we 
would see thousands of government bu- 
reaucrats given the heave-ho, along with 
their noxious and unconstitutional agen- 
cies. Instead of widespread anger and 
cynicism over the status quo, we would 
see a measure of confidence in govern- 
ment restored. Instead of ever-more- 
strident cultural Marxism, we would 
see an end to the federal government’s 


war on families and its advocacy — with 
taxpayer monies — of every species of 
perversion. Instead of the ongoing de- 
struction of the dollar via unrestrained 
inflation, we would see a phasing-in of 
gold- and silver-backed currency and 
an end to the Federal Reserve system. 
And instead of generations-old “Ameri- 
ca Last” policymaking, we would see a 
return to sanity and self-interest in our 
foreign policy, including defense of our 
borders and an end to our involvement 
in the United Nations system. All these, 
and many other things, would come to 
pass if a sufficiently informed and moti- 
vated electorate would elect enough men 
and women who would be true to their 
oath to the Constitution. 

Accordingly, we at The New Ameri- 
can hope to conduct, from time to time, 
a series of interviews with members of 
the House and Senate who have shown 
themselves friendly to the cause of con- 
stitutionalism and individual liberty. 
As our elected representatives, these 
people wield enormous influence in 
charting the course of the ship of state. 
They are neither royalty nor oligarchs, 
we hasten to add, but, as the current 
caretakers of our federal government, 
they determine how our taxes will be 
spent and to what degree — if at all — 
our government respects constitutional 
limits on its power. Yes, we the people 
have the final say at the polls, but, as 
current events are teaching us yet again, 
bad leadership in Washington can do a 
tremendous amount of damage in two 
or four years — damage that would 
be greatly mitigated by electing better 
leaders in the first place, and by giving 
more robust support to those good lead- 
ers already in office. 

We see grounds for cautious opti- 
mism in the current situation on Capitol 
Hill. Instead of one or two lone voices 
pleading for constitutional government 
— which was the rule a generation ago 
— we now see a growing, confident con- 
tingent of leaders fighting to restore our 
lost liberties. We want our readers to be- 
come better acquainted with them, and to 
work to elect many more such. Mf 

— Steve Bonta 
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China Appoints Ambassador to Afghanistan 


In a surprising move, China on September 13 appointed a new 
ambassador to Afghanistan. Reuters reported that the new am- 
bassador, Zhao Xing, was the first to be named to the country 
since August 2021, when the Taliban took over. Although there 
are other foreign envoys in Kabul who hold the ambassador title, 
they were appointed prior to the Taliban returning to power. 

The new ambassador insisted that China does not want to in- 
terfere in Afghanistan’s affairs, and maintained that Beijing is not 
intending for the Middle Eastern country “to become its area of 
influence.” He called China “a good neighbor of Afghanistan” 


that “fully respects Afghanistan’s independence, territorial integ- 
rity and independence in decision-making.” 

In addition to diplomatic ties, China is increasing its business 
ties with the fundamentalist Islamic regime, making use of the 
country’s vast mineral deposits. Breitbart reported on September 
1 that the Taliban claims to have signed contracts worth $6.5 bil- 
lion to let Chinese and other foreign companies conduct mining 
operations in Afghanistan. For instance, gold mines in Takhar 
province will be worked by the China-Afghanistan Company, 
and have attracted a $310 million investment. 

The Taliban has also signed deals with Beijing allowing China 
to build factories in Afghanistan, extract Afghan oil, and even put 
surveillance systems in place to facilitate the Taliban’s efforts to 
control the populace. The Islamic country is eager to participate 
in China’s Belt and Road Initiative, a global infrastructure devel- 
opment strategy through which China funds projects in poorer 
nations. 

Chinese investment has proven to be crucial to Afghanistan, 
which lacks access to funding from sources such as the World 
Bank and the International Monetary Fund due to accusations 
that the Taliban is a terrorist organization and a violator of human 
rights. 

Once more, the Chinese demonstrate both a willingness to 
work with anyone who can help them along their path to geo- 
political ascendance (regardless of ideology) and a knack for 
striking favorable foreign deals that bring more money — and 
influence — back home to Beijing. 


Instagram Censors Detransitioner 


According to a September 13 Daily Mail report, high-profile de- 
transitioner Chloe Cole has had her Instagram account restricted 
for an undisclosed breach of the platform’s rules. According to 
a message on Cole’s Instagram, her account is no longer safe to 
be shared with non-followers, and her content will no longer be 
shown on features such as Explore, Search, Suggested Users, 
Reels, and feed recommendations. 

Cole, a child victim of the transgender fad, made a name for 
herself beginning in 2022, when she came out publicly against 
so-called gender-affirming care for minors, drawing the ire of 
radical proponents of transgenderism. 

In a post on X, she reacted to the censorship by saying that 
Facebook had notified her that her Instagram bio is too “violent.” 
But the only thing remotely violent about Cole’s bio is her men- 
tion of the double mastectomy performed on her by doctors at 
healthcare system Kaiser Permanente, who butchered her in the 
name of “gender affirming” surgery. Cole is now suing Kaiser 
Permanente for their role in providing both chemical and surgical 
intervention prior to adulthood. 

“You are on the wrong side of history and will always be re- 
membered as child butchers,” she told Kaiser. “Once I announced 
my intention to seek justice, I have not stopped receiving call 
after call, email after email, of parents and patients that have 


been harmed by these same practices, some of them even were 
butchered in the same building I was.” 

Cole is among a growing number of people who are experienc- 
ing transgender regret, wishing they had never taken part in the 
“woke” fad of “gender affirming” care, and her story resonates 
with many affected by gender dysphoria. 

She is extremely effective in combating the absurd societal 
trend of transgenderism, especially the barbaric practice of steril- 
izing children and cutting off body parts in the name of “gender 
affirming” care — which transgender advocates laughably refer 
to as “life-saving” — hence the attempt by the gatekeepers of Big 
Tech to silence her. 
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Border Agents Release Migrants Onto Streets 


Border Patrol agents in San Diego, California, and Tucson, 
Arizona, are releasing hundreds of illegal border crossers onto 
American streets because of a lack of capacity for holding them. 

Video footage obtained by Fox News on September 15 showed 
hundreds of migrants, including many from places such as China 
and Pakistan, being let out of buses onto San Diego’s streets. In 
the video, a conversation can be heard between a migrant and a 
Border Patrol agent in which the agent tells the migrant that he is 
free to go “wherever” he wants, adding, “You can do whatever 
you want.” According to San Diego’s CBS 8 on September 14, 
300 to 400 migrants were dropped off at the city’s Iris Avenue 
Transit Center. 

The releases in California came on the heels of the same mea- 
sure being taken in Arizona. Fox News reported on September 
14 that the Tucson sector had experienced 2,000 illegal border 
crossings per day for the past three days, prompting agents to 
resort to street releases to provide overpacked shelters with relief. 

Another state overwhelmed with the influx of migrants, Texas, 
has responded to the border surge by striving to secure the border 
in spite of the federal government’s failure to do so. On Septem- 
ber 13, Fox reported that Governor Greg Abbott announced new 
border-wall construction, part of Operation Lone Star. The state 
has also attempted to stem the flow of migrants by placing buoys 
in the Rio Grande, although the move is being challenged by the 
White House. 

Abbott also vowed to continue his policy of busing migrants 


to “sanctuary” jurisdictions, which are now learning the hard way 
what open borders and mass migration really mean for a com- 
munity. For instance, according to the Washington Free Beacon 
on September 13, New York City Mayor Eric Adams claimed that 
the influx of migrants is driving prostitution and creating a “black 
market of employment,” and that “the crisis would ‘destroy the 
city.”” Upwards of 10,000 migrants are reportedly entering the 
city every month. 


City Council Votes Against Future Covid Mandates 


Fearing the return of mask and vaccine mandates, Odessa, Texas, 
on September 12 became the first city in the Lone Star State to 
prohibit the enforcement of any Covid-19 mandates within its 
borders. 

Fox News reported on September 13 that the Odessa City 
Council voted in favor of a resolution stating that the city “will 
not enforce” mask or vaccine mandates, lockdowns, or business 
restrictions. It further prohibits “the administration of a vaccine” 
to an individual “unless the provider obtains the individual’s in- 
formed consent before administering the vaccine.” 

“The citizens of the State of Texas and the City of Odessa were 
subjected to injustices in the form of overreaching government 
imposed mandates during the pandemic,” reads the resolution, 


Gary Webber/iStock/Getty Images Plus 


which further declares that “unquantifiable damage was done” 
to both the citizens and businesses of Odessa by these mandates, 
and that the mandates violate various God-given rights, including 
the “right to control over [one’s] own body.” 

And future mandates aren’t the only concern. As regional news 
portal YourBasin pointed out, “Employers throughout Texas, such 
as CVS and virtually all healthcare entities, still require COVID- 
19 vaccines for employment. Without a state law banning these 
mandates, Texans have no protection and will continue to be fired 
if not vaccinated.” 

Republican state Representative Brian Harrison had earlier 
introduced a bill in the Legislature to ban all public and private 
vaccine mandates in Texas, but it failed in committee before get- 
ting to the House floor. 

At the City Council meeting, Harrison spoke passionately in 
favor of the anti-mandate resolution, which was based in part on 
his bill. “Covid vaccine mandates have absolutely no place in 
the great and freedom-loving State of Texas,” he said. “I hope 
that every city and county — not just in Texas but everywhere, 
every state that has not yet protected the medical freedom of 
their citizens — that their eyes are turned to Odessa, Texas ... to 
see the brave, bold, courageous, and I would say historic action” 
taken by the council. Mf 
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Former Biden Press Secretary Insists 

Democrats Don’t Favor Late-term Abortions 

“No one is rooting for late-term abortion. No one is running on the plat- 
form of aborting viable babies.... Not Joe Biden, not Kamala Harris, not 
Hillary Clinton, not Nancy Pelosi, or any other politician demonized by 
the right-wing, roots for late-term abortions.” 

Former White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki now hosts Inside with 
Jen Psaki on MSNBC. She completely ignores the Democratic Party's 
2020 platform, which has no limits on abortion and continues to seek © 
taxpayer-funded abortion by pushing for congressional repeal of the 

Hyde Amendment. t 4 ee £ 
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Former Clerks Defend Clarence Thomas for His “Unimpeachable” Integrity 

“Different paths led us to our year with Justice Thomas, and we have followed different paths since. 
But along the way, we all saw with our own eyes the same thing: His integrity is unimpeachable. We 
are proud to have been his clerks and to remain his friends. And we unequivocally reject attacks on 
his integrity, his character, or his ethics.” 

While leftists in Congress and in the media ramped up their campaign to smear Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Clarence Thomas for so-called ethics violations, 112 of his former clerks issued a remarkable 
testimony of the man’s praiseworthy values. Among the signatories of the letter are current state 
solicitors general, partners in litigation firms, and law professors. 


What Biden Has to Do to Get Reelected 

“He has to get control of the border. Right now! Ask for the resignation 
of Alejandro Mayorkas, his failed homeland security secretary. Put a 
highly respected military officer ... in the job. Work with Mexico to 
further strengthen its border with Guatemala. And invest infrastructure 
funds to build that damn wall. Because if Biden doesn’t get control of 
the border, it will become Donald Trump’s signature — and possibly 
winning — issue in next year’s campaign.” 

In a column appearing in The New York Times, Bret Stephens pre- 
sented opinions about numerous topics. But he stressed the significant 
Bret problem at our nation’s southern border mainly because he fears that, 
Step ; if Biden fails to follow the suggested course of action regarding the 
border, Donald Trump will win the presidential election in 2024. 


California Losing Population as Many Choose to Live Elsewhere 

“The state lost more people than it gained in each of the last three years.... California already lost 
a congressional district for the first time in its history, after the 2020 census, and could eventually 
lose more.” 

New York Times reporter Corina Knoll also noted that “California’s influence could shrink while 
other states like Texas and Florida grow.” 


Professor Claims Central Bank Digital Currency Would Lead to a Better World 
“There is a huge potentially better — and some people might see it as a 
darker — world where the government decides that units of central bank 
money can be used to purchase some things, but not other things that it 
deems less desirable, like say, ammunition or drugs, or pornography, or 
something of the sort. And that is very powerful in terms of the use of a 
Central Bank Digital Currency.” 
Speaking at a recent World Economic Forum event in China, Cornell 
University Professor Eswar Prasad endorsed scrapping existing mon- 
etary systems and putting central bank digital currencies in their place. A 
former head of the UN’s International Monetary Fund Research and a 
senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, he openly favors the potential 
for what he terms “dark control” over freedom. @ 

— Compiled by John F. McManus 
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CONGRESSMAN 
MATT ROSENDALE 


Representative Matt Rosendale (R-Mont.), who has consistently scored 100 percent in our 
Freedom Index congressional scorecard, discusses a wide range of issues. 
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Interview by Paul Dragu 


att Rosendale has been up since 
4:00 a.m. He tells me this as he 
cracks open an energy drink. 


Earlier in the day, he tells me, Fox News’ 
Maria Bartiromo interviewed him. “She 
has me on when she wants the truth,” he 
says with a smile. 

We are in the congressman’s Billings, 
Montana, office, a discreet second-floor 
setup in the heart of the state’s most pop- 
ulous city. Montana is the fourth-largest 
state in the Union, yet it ranks 43rd in 
population. Just over 117,000 people live 
in Billings. 

Like so many in Big Sky Country, 
Rosendale wasn’t born in Montana. He 
was born in Baltimore, Maryland. He 
grew up in Maryland before buying a 
ranch and moving to Montana in 2002. 
His political opponents have used this 
against him. In the 2018 U.S. Senate cam- 
paign against incumbent Jon Tester, one of 
the digs against Rosendale was the moni- 
ker “Maryland Matt.” 

Rosendale lives on a ranch in Glendive, 
in the part of the state that isn’t normally 
featured in paintings and movies such as 
A River Runs Through It. He thinks like 
a Montanan. He understands the need for 
grazing rights and access. He’s a defender 
of gun rights, a proponent of cutting regu- 
lations, and a staunch advocate for capi- 
talizing on the abundant natural resources 
that lie beneath our feet. Montanans see 
him as an advocate for Montana values. 
They see him as a Montanan, and that’s 
why he’s been elected to various offices 
since 2010. He was first elected to Con- 
gress in 2020 and won reelection in 2022. 

Rosendale is also one of the most con- 
stitutionally faithful lawmakers in Con- 
gress. So far, he has a perfect Freedom 
Index score. He scored 100 percent in the 
117th Congress and in the 118th Congress 
to date. He voted against the compromise 
debt-ceiling bill, against giving money to 
Ukraine, against military intervention in 
Syria, and against ESG rules applied to 
retirement plans. He’s also voted to shut 
down the Department of Education and to 
terminate the Covid-19 “national emer- 
gency” and forced vaccinations. He’s on 
the Natural Resources Committee, and 
has argued commonsense points in favor 
of fossil fuels. 
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But despite Rosendale’s impeccable vot- 
ing record, despite his outgoing and genu- 
ine personality, he’s not as well known in 
conservative circles as firebrands such as 
Matt Gaetz, Marjorie Taylor Greene, Rand 
Paul, or even Andy Biggs. Rosendale, so 
far, remains an unsung hero of constitu- 
tionalism. 

The future seems bright for this talent- 
ed and principled legislator. He’s already 
eyeing the next rung up: the U.S. Senate. 
Although he hasn’t officially announced 
a run, his answer to my question about it 
suggests it is a likelihood. 

The New American talked with Rosen- 
dale about a number of issues, including 
the attack on fossil fuels and agriculture, 
the persecution of Donald Trump, the 
Biden crime family, transgenders in the 
military, the war in Ukraine, his perfect 
Freedom Index score, and whether we’ ll 
make it out of the current mess. 

This interview was conducted by Paul 
Dragu, communications director for The 
John Birch Society and host of The New 
American Daily. 


The New American: Hey, everyone. Paul 
Dragu here, host of The New American 
Daily. And I’m in Billings, Montana, with 
U.S. Congressman Matt Rosendale. Con- 
gressman, thank you so much for taking 
the time to talk with us. 


Paul Dragu with 
Matt Rosendale 


Great to be 
with you today. 


TNA: Congressman Rosendale represents 
the 2nd Congressional District here in 
Montana. He’s done so since 2020. And 
before that, going back to 2011, he served 
in various offices in Montana. But what 
really caught our eye about the congress- 
man is his perfect Freedom Index score. 
The goal of the Freedom Index is to edu- 
cate folks on how well or badly congress- 
men adhere to the Constitution. Congress- 
man Rosendale is unusual in that he has a 
perfect Freedom Index score. 
Congressman, as you know, Montana is 
a big agricultural state. Fifty-eight million 
acres are devoted to farming and ranch- 
ing. That’s second only to Texas. But there 
also seems to be an attack on agricultural 
production. There’s a narrative saying that 
we need to reduce the number of cattle 
because their flatulence is destroying the 
atmosphere. There is an attack on fossil 
fuels, which are necessary for farmers to 
do their job on these massive thousand- 
acre farms that end up producing food for 
the rest of us. Is agriculture under attack? 
Oh, absolutely. Whether we 
were discussing the “waters of the U.S.,” 
which is a rule that they tried to imple- 
ment so that the federal government would 
be able to reach deep inside of your prop- 
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“We must return to having politics be public service. Ninety percent of 
the people that are serving there now have never had a job outside of 
government. And that is a major problem.” 


erty and have control over dry ditches and 
mud puddles and say that they were peren- 
nial streams or some kind of a waterway 
that the Corps of Engineers would have 
some kind of jurisdiction over, or these 
very ESG standards that you’re talking 
about, which end up trying to impact the 
livestock that you’re raising or even the 
equipment that you use in order to grow 
your crops. 

The most recent attack that we’ve seen 
is on some of the public lands across the 
state. And the Secretary of the Interior, 
[Deb] Haaland, has been directing the di- 
rector of BLM to pass rules that are com- 
pletely contrary to what is in statute as far 
as what those lands are supposed to be 
used for. They’re trying to elevate conser- 
vation measures and uses above agricul- 
tural and food production uses, which is a 


Home on the range: As a Montana rancher for more than 20 years, Representative Rosendale is acutely concerned about the Biden administration’s 


violation of the Taylor Grazing Act that’s 
been in place since the ’30s. It says that 
we need to make sure that we manage the 
land properly, but we need to make sure 
we produce food on them because we’ve 
got a nation to feed. 


TNA: The Department of the Interior is 
looking at rules to restrict how we can use 
public lands. Is grazing under threat as 
part of that? 

e: It is. They’re trying to elevate 
conservation measures — conservation 
easements, things like that — above the 
agricultural production of those lands. 
And then unfortunately, what I’ve seen is 
they’re also going around the statute and 
passing rules to completely disregard 70 
years of the best range management prac- 
tices — in some cases, promoting the re- 


— 


anti-agriculture and anti-ranching policies. (Cattle ranch near Helena, Montana, shown here.) 
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introduction of buffalo into some of these 
areas, eliminating fencing, and things like 
that. Anybody who knows anything about 
range management says you have a rest 
rotation program, you raise animals, you 
move on, you have fencing to make sure 
that they’re grazing the area evenly so that 
you don’t destroy riparian areas, overgraze 
areas, and allow weeds to grow. So they’re 
going around the statute and trying to pass 
tules that are removing production agri- 
culture from the landscape. 


TNA: And that would affect the overall 
production of food for Americans and the 
world in general, right? 

Right. It does. And it also 
absolutely has a devastating impact on 
the communities that have been based 
upon agriculture for the last century, 
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where they have gone. They have estab- 
lished these grounds, they have improved 
these grounds. And the communities, the 
schools, the stores, the car dealerships 
are all built around that agricultural pro- 
duction. And so, if now you’re going to 
eliminate that production, you’re going to 
basically eliminate towns and communi- 
ties that are located throughout the state of 
Montana and other Western states. 


TNA: There’s an attack on fossil fuels. 
What do you make of this idea that we 
can go away from gas and oil? And how 
is that going to have an impact? 

First of all, it’s just not going 
to happen any time soon. Will someday, 
in the far distant future, you be able to re- 
duce the amount of fossil fuels that we uti- 
lize? Possibly. But it’s not tomorrow. And 
so we’re going to need coal. We’re going 
to need oil. We’re going to need natural 


gas. And we have an incredible abundance - 


of it here. And the thing about it is, Paul, 
that if you truly want to protect the en- 
vironment, then you would demand that 
we would develop these resources here, 
because the United States does it cleaner, 
safer, more environmentally sound, and 
with better labor standards than any other 
place on earth. And all they’re doing by 
passing ESG standards, additional fuel 
consumption measures, [is] they’re mak- 
ing it more difficult for the folks that are 
producing our food. And then they’re also 
making the cost of energy much more ex- 
pensive, which hurts those on the lowest 
end of the income scale the most, whether 
they’re putting gas in their car to try and 
get to work or whether they are trying to 
keep their home heated in the winter. 


TNA: Now, you’ ve said in public that Joe 
Biden is selling out the country. What is 
Joe Biden really selling? Is he a traitor? 
What is your take on these policies and 
what this administration is doing on en- 
ergy? And obviously, there’s China. The 
House Oversight Committee has uncov- 
ered some pretty damning stuff. What is 
your take on this administration, and Joe 
Biden and his family in particular? 

Well, I think that it’s the 
Biden crime family. I’ve said that pub- 
licly. Any time that they start bringing all 
of the banking records (and the oversight 
committees have been able to do that) and 
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show that between himself, his son, and 
other members of the family, they have 
received funds from China and Kazakh- 
stan and Russia and Ukraine (Go figure!), 
this is a major, major problem. He was 
involved in conversations about the busi- 
nesses that they were paying these funds 
to. He is compromised. He’s compromised 
mentally, let’s be real. He’s compromised 
mentally, but he’s also compromised from 
a national-security standpoint. I do believe 
that. And I do believe that there will be 
a resolution brought forward to begin the 
impeachment inquiry. 


TNA: What do you make of the indict- 
ments against President Trump? You’ve 
called them a sham. Since you’ve done 
that, he’s been indicted. He’s got his mug 
shot running around. He’s making lots of 
money off of this. But where is this going? 

It’s disappointing. Equal jus- 
tice under the law has got to be more than 
a slogan in this country. And when we 
see this Department of Justice going after 
Catholics for attending Latin Mass, when 
we see the Department of Justice going 
after parents because they want to par- 
ticipate in the school board meetings for 
their children, when we see the IRS send 


20 fully body-armored agents with AR- 
15s, this is not equal justice under the law. 
And then you look at the different charges 
that had been brought up and indictments 
[that] have been brought up against Presi- 
dent Trump, and you say, what were they 
built upon? They were built upon bias 
from completely tainted prosecutors, [and] 
are now being brought before venues that 
were completely biased against the presi- 
dent. And people are saying, what’s wrong 
with this? And I continue to try and give 
hope to the people across our nation that 
we don’t charge and prosecute in Con- 
gress. What we do is provide oversight 
and we grant the funding. They say, well, 
you have the purse strings. You can stop 
funding of these agencies. Well, if we go 
through the proper appropriations process, 
we have the first step towards doing that. 
First, we have to get the proper appropria- 
tions process started. And after we per- 
form that task, it still is up to the Senate 
to approve the appropriations that we put 
forward and the president to sign into law. 
But the best way for that all to work is 
to have strong, committed, principled in- 
dividuals in the House of Representatives 
that are putting the nation’s interest above 
their own. 
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TNA: Why are they so terrified of Trump? 
Rosendale: Because he is not part of the 
“uniparty.” Because he, like myself, will 
call anybody out, Republican or Democrat, 
if they’re not doing their job, if they’re not 
upholding their oath of office. And that 
horrifies those people. When he says he 
wants to put America first, there are too 
many globalists and “uniparty” folks that 
are serving in Washington right now that 
put their household first. And therein lies 
the problem. 


INTERVIEW 


TNA: Does the “uniparty” work toward 
some sort of globalist governance system? 
Rosendale: Whether they are working 
towards a global governance system or 
whether they are working towards just 
making sure that the funding all flows to 
maybe a globalist funding mechanism, is 
at minimal [their objective]. 


TNA: Speaking of funding, you voted 
against appropriating more money for 
Ukraine. We keep pouring money into 
Ukraine regardless. What should the 
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U.S. position be on Ukraine? When does 
this stop? 

Rosendale: I would like to say that the 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine by Rus- 
sia was wrong, and I have supported sanc- 
tions against Russia. As a matter of fact, 
it’s funny: Putin actually sanctioned me by 
name. So unfortunately, I’ll never be able 
to go to Russia. Shucks! So, I supported 
the sanctions to try and remove Russia 
from Ukraine. But what I do not believe is 
that the United States should be sending 
money — certainly not troops, certainly 
not the weapons to the extent that we have 
— to be involved in a conflict, when our 
very own southern border has been in- 
vaded to the tune of seven million people. 


TNA: Is this administration intentionally 
letting that happen? 

Rosendale: Yes. And that’s why Mayor- 
kas absolutely needs to be impeached. He 
is the Secretary of Homeland Security and 
he is completely ignoring the rule of law. 
There’s been six million people that we 
know of, because they’ve had encounters 


with some type of law enforcement, Cus- 
toms and Border Patrol or some other type 
of law enforcement. But we have another 
million and a half that have been picked 
up on some type of surveillance, video 
surveillance or whatever, that are dressed 
head to toe in camouflage and ghillie suits 
and sneaking in in the dark of night. So, 
let me ask you, Paul, if it is so easy to go 
to Eagle Pass, Texas, and cross into our 
country and throw your hands up and get 
clean clothes, new shoes and a bus ticket 
anywhere you want to go, how bad of a 
criminal do you have to be to sneak in 
somewhere else in the dark of night? 


TNA: Why? What do they have to gain 
from this? It seems intentional. What does 
this administration have to gain from an 
open-borders policy? 

Rosendale: I think that their intention is to 
create a permanent underclass that is de- 
pendent upon the government. When we 
had immigration sort of taking place in the 
early 1900s, people had to be sponsored. 
They did not receive assistance from the 
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Borderline insanity: As thousands of 
immigrants per week stream unchecked into 
the United States across our open southern 
border, Representative Rosendale accuses the 
Biden administration of deliberately enabling 
the largest invasion in our country’s history. 
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Immigration with constitutional characteristics: Immigration 
was once expedited according to rules and controls established by 
Congress, as the Constitution requires. But this orderly scene of 
immigrants arriving at Ellis Island is, unfortunately, completely at 
variance with the current reality. 


federal government. They 
came in, they were spon- 
sored, they took a job, and 
they came here for one 
reason, and that was for 
freedom. I have stood in 
the crown of the Statue of 
Liberty before 9/11, when 
you were allowed to go 
all the way up, and looked 
out over the harbor of New 
York and thought about the 
thousands and thousands 
of people that have come 
to our country and saw 
that statue and knew that 
they had arrived, and all 
they asked for was freedom 
just to be left alone. They 
didn’t ask for a social pro- 
gram. They didn’t ask for 
a wind farm subsidy. They 
just asked to be allowed to 
pursue their full potential. 
And so right now what we 
have are people that come 
in (and some of them are 
well intentioned, I know), 
and immediately they’re 
given a cellphone and assistance from the 
federal government. And the Democrat 
Party wants to create a permanent depen- 
dent underclass. 
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TNA: My family is one of those families 
that you just described. I was born in com- 
munist Romania. My parents worked re- 
ally hard to try to get out. You mentioned 
the Statue of Liberty. We landed in New 
York and my dad got on the ground and 
he kissed the ground and he cried when he 
saw that. This country’s not like what it 
used to be. Can we get it back? 
Rosendale: Absolutely we can. It takes 
committed individuals. There are too 
many people that run for office because 
they pursue a career in politics. Once poli- 
tics becomes your career instead of public 
service, every vote that you cast becomes 
tainted. We must return to having politics 
be public service. Ninety percent of the 
people that are serving there now have 
never had a job outside of government. 
And that is a major problem. 


TNA: We started out by introducing you 
as someone who has a perfect Freedom 
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Index score. The reason we highlight that 
is because it’s rare. 

Rosendale: I’ve been called special! 
[laughs] 


TNA: But why is that? I mean, here you 
have someone who one day you may po- 
tentially run against. You may have heard 
of him, [Montana] Senator Jon Tester. His 
lifetime [Freedom Index] score is 21 per- 
cent, and the last session was 30 percent. 
Rosendale: He’s getting better. It’s getting 
closer to election season! 


TNA: What’s so hard about adhering to 
constitutional principles? Do the con- 
gressmen not read the Constitution, or is 
it the lobbying? Is it the payouts? What’s 
happening? 

Rosendale: Again, I truly believe that once 
you make the decision that this is going to 
be a career — instead of a public service, 
where you’re going to be here for a while 
and then return home — and it goes beyond 
that, your every vote becomes tainted. And 
if you take every single vote and you block 
out all of the background noise and only 
focus on whether it is constitutional, [ask- 


ing yourself] what the impact 
of this is going to be, and if 
I didn’t have any other pres- 
sures being placed upon me, 
how would I vote on that? 
The people aren’t voting that 
sincerely. 


TNA: How come you’re 
doing it? 

Rosendale: Because I would 
be glad to go back and join 
my children and my grand- 
children and be back at the 
ranch. I cannot go back to 
them with a straight face, if I 
had not done everything that 
I possibly can to restore (not 
to re-create!) our Republic. 


TNA: You recently voted for 
H.R. 5, which would termi- 
nate the Department of Edu- 
cation. You mentioned your 
children. Why would you 
want to get rid of the Depart- 
ment of Education? 
Rosendale: Because they do 
a bad job. I don’t think it’s 
constitutional. I don’t think there’s any- 
where in the Constitution that says that the 
federal government should be funding the 
Department of Education. This is another 
part of the government that gives assistance 
to the states. And once [states] become reli- 
ant upon it, [the federal government places] 
additional mandates upon them in order to 
continue to maintain that assistance, [say- 
ing] “Here are the things that you have to 
do.” We see that in many cases in many 
parts of the government. And the states can 
function much better. They are closer to 
the people. This is what the Founders in- 
tended. And they can deliver the services, 
state to state, that the people within that 
state choose to offer. Right now, the state of 
Montana’s budget is about $7 billion a year. 
Of that, about 48 percent comes from the 
federal government. Do they really have a 
balanced budget? Because guess what? The 
federal government is providing 48 percent 
of the revenue that’s necessary for the state 
to function. 


TNA: Some would call that a nanny state. 


Rosendale: Yeah. A big portion of what 
we are spending now is actually borrowed. 
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TNA: Can Montana take care of its own? 

It could. See, here’s the deal. 
We have the people, we have the resources, 
and we certainly have the academic abil- 
ity to provide for our own state. However, 
the regulatory state that has been imposed 
upon us by the federal government really 
is what keeps us from doing so. 


TNA: More than 10 years ago you started 
out in politics, and now they’re actually 
allotting taxpayer money to fund military 
personnel’s sex changes. Did you ever 
think this is where we would be in 10 
years? And what do you make of this? 
People who are not closely 
following the debates that take place in 
Congress say, How come the parties are 
so far apart from each other? Why is it 
so divisive? Why can’t you find common 
ground like Tip O’Neill and Ronald Rea- 
gan used to do? And I will tell you why: 
Because Tip O’Neill and Ronald Reagan, 
in their discussions, were [saying], “Are 
we going to buy 500 tanks or are we going 
to buy 1,000 tanks?” They were not dis- 
cussing if the Department of Defense was 
going to pay for transgender surgeries to 


Possible rival: Although Representative Rosendale has not yet decided whether to challenge 


take a man and give him the features of 
a woman and then pay millions of dollars 
for the psychological treatment for many 
years thereafter. The Department of De- 
fense paying for that is beyond the under- 
standing of anybody that I know. 


TNA: Should these people be in the mili- 
tary in the first place? 

As I stood up on the House 
floor and said, and I will say it here again, 
if you don’t know if you’re a man or a 
woman, you should not have your hand on 
the button that’s going to launch missiles. 


TNA: Well, this seems self-evident, but 
does Congress recognize this, or does ev- 
eryone on the Left believe this, or is it a 
front? 

There are so many people 
who are easily intimidated by the very, 
very vocal minority. It stuns me. For peo- 
ple to go through an election, which typi- 
cally is not an easy process to go through 
— the debates, the discussion — and then 
be so intimidated by a very, very vocal 
minority (that is wrong!), I don’t under- 
stand it. 


Fs 
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Montana Senator Jon Tester (shown here with President Biden) next year, it is certain that the 
only thing the leftist Democratic senator has in common with Rosendale is his hairstyle. 
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TNA: So, on the record, Congressman 
Rosendale, do you plan on running against 
Senator Jon Tester? 

I have to consider it. When 
I was elected to the [state] legislature in 
2010, I did not seek out the office. I truly 
didn’t. My community came to me, and 
they said, “You’ve been hiding out here 
on the ranch for a few years, and you’ve 
got skills that are not being utilized.” 
And I was raised in a family where, if 
you have the ability to do something, 
you have the responsibility to do it. My 
dad had a newspaper when I was a kid, 
a weekly newspaper. And I grew up in 
the newspaper industry, and I’ve just tried 
to serve my community in the position 
that I can be the most effective for them. 
Jon Tester does not represent Montana. 
I don’t know what Jon did 18 years ago 
when he first got in, but Jon now votes 
with the ESG standards. Jon votes to shut 
down our energy. Jon votes to promote 
the transgender surgeries in the Depart- 
ment of Defense. Jon voted for Obama- 
Care and came out and told everybody 
that they were going to be able to keep 
their policies. I was the insurance com- 
missioner for Montana from 2016 until 
2020. You weren’t allowed to keep your 
policy. That was a flat-out lie, and they 
all knew that was a flat-out lie. So, I am 
certain at this point that Jon will be re- 
placed in ’24. And just last week, 39 local 
legislators, state legislators, including the 
speaker of the Montana House and the 
president of the Montana Senate, sent a 
letter out, and they are supporting me. 
They’re encouraging me to run for the 
Senate. But I have a wife and children, 
and now I’ve got two granddaughters up 
in Great Falls. And we’re having this dis- 
cussion. And so, I will discuss it with my 
family. I will prayerfully consider it, and 
we have a lot of time. People try to im- 
pose deadlines, and I say, look, the dead- 
line isn’t until March 11th of next year. 
But here’s what I'll tell you: The people 
across Montana, they know what’s going 
on. And what I will guarantee you is, 
they’re going to decide who’s going to 
be the next senator, not Mitch McConnell 
and the D.C. cartel. 


TNA: Let’s finish up with this. A lot of 


time when I talk to legislators, it seems 
pretty dismal. We talked about military 
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personnel who want sex changes. We have 
a massive fiscal problem and all of these 
things. But why should Americans be 
hopeful, and what should they do? What 
can constituents do to help get our country 
back on track? 


So, I think that what we 
proved the first week of January when we 
went through the speaker’s battle is that a 
small group of principled, committed indi- 
viduals can make a difference. We saw it 
in the Revolutionary War. Not everybody 
in our country supported breaking away 
from England. You had 30 percent, 35 
percent, which I’ve heard is the highest 
percentage of the Colonists that said, we 
want our independence. 


TNA: We have more than that who want 
America back on track, for sure. 

Exactly. And so, what they 
have to do is be vocal. They have to par- 
ticipate. Because the only way that our 
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system does work is if the constituents 
participate. I can’t do it all by myself. 
The constituents from Wyoming and from 
Kansas and from South Carolina and from 
New Hampshire have to contact their rep- 
resentatives and say, “We don’t think that 
the Department of Defense should be fo- 
cused on paying for transgender surgeries. 
They should be focused on defending our 
country. We don’t think that Homeland 
Security is doing their job by allowing six 
million known illegals to come into our 
country over the last two years under the 
Biden administration.” I need those voices 
to rise up. 


TNA: We need more 
involvement. Are we 
getting out of this? 
Abso- 
lutely we are. It’s 
going to be messy. 
We’ve got another 


(unorirall 


20 months of the Biden administration 
and it’s going to be messy. But there is 
still a small group of very committed, 
principled individuals who are going to 
fight. We’re not going to sign off on this 
out-of-control spending. We’ re not going 
to sign off on these out-of-control poli- 
cies that are destroying our nation. And 
come join us. 


TNA: Congressman, thank you so much 
for your time. 

Thank you. Thanks for hav- 
ing me on, Paul. Ml 
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“UNRAVELING 
THE MAUI TRAGEDY 


A former resident of Maui offers his insights as to what caused so much death and 
destruction and what could have been done differently. 


by Sam Mittelstaedt 


s of mid-September, close to one month after the lethal 
At the somber reality stood at 97 confirmed dead and 

at least 315 individuals unaccounted for, many of whom 
are elderly or children. Thousands of homes and businesses have 
been destroyed, and hundreds of families have been displaced on 
an island with limited ability to meet their needs. 

My wife and I lived in Kihei on Maui from 2016 to 2020, and 
we share many wonderful memories with friends and family. This 
priceless icon of Hawaii life and culture is a tragic loss on many 
levels. While living on Maui, we witnessed firsthand how inept 
the ruling class in Hawaii has become. 

The wildfire that devastated the town of Lahaina has left an 
indelible mark, resonating deeply with my experiences during 
my time on Maui. I watched the situation very carefully from 
the beginning. Though information continues to surface, I have 
done my best to assemble an objective and accurate collection of 
the facts below. 


18 


Ignoring Clear Warnings 

Given the context of similar fires during my time there, it is ex- 
tremely disheartening to me that the government ignored clear 
warnings from a July 2021 report titled “Report on Wildfire Pre- 
vention and Cost Recovery on Maui.” That report detailed the 
extreme fire risk posed by the dry, invasive grass on the hillside 
above Lahaina. 


Inadequate Disaster Protocols 

In a region accustomed to fierce winds, the glaring lack of a pro- 
tocol to shut down the power grid during hurricane-force winds 
is puzzling. The grid around Lahaina is rated for 60-mile-per- 
hour winds. Typically, if winds approach that limit, the system 
would be shut down to prevent the swaying power lines from 
touching and arcing, causing transformers to blow and shower 
sparks down onto the ground. The fire risk exists in high winds 
even if weather-beaten power poles remain upright. Reluctance 
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to de-energize the grid, driven by concerns 
for water pumps critical to fire suppres- 
sion efforts, underscores a deficiency in 
comprehensive planning. 


Where Was the Water? 

Lahaina’s water supply comes from 
groundwater pumped from wells and sur- 
face water from irrigation ditches fed by 
mountain rainfall. 

Hawaii’s agricultural heritage includes 
an amazing water-management system 
dating back to 1878. On August 8 of this 
year, an initial fire was declared to be con- 
tained at around 9:00 a.m. However, this 
successful effort depleted Lahaina’s water 
supply. Anticipating more fires, a request 
to divert more water to continue the town’s 
fire-suppression effort was sent to Deputy 
Director M. Kaleo Manuel at the Hawaii 
Commission on Water Resource Manage- 
ment (CWRM). Despite the unfolding 
emergency, the CWRM delayed acting on 
the request, citing concerns for downstream 
users. The request was finally approved at 
6:00 p.m., but it was already too late. 

On August 10, Glenn Tremble of the 
West Maui Land Company sent a letter to 
Kaleo describing the tragic consequences 
of the approval not being given sooner. 
“Many people we know lost everything to 
the fires that ripped through West Maui. 
Lives were lost,” Tremble wrote. “Our 
employees and friends lost their homes, 
their business, and their lands. Our lives 
will never be the same.” 

But it did not have to be that way. Trem- 
ble recounted the sequence of events after 
the request to divert water was sent to 
CWRM: 


In response, CWRM asked _ us 
whether MFD [Maui Fire Depart- 
ment] had requested permission to 
dip into our reservoirs and direct- 
ed us first to inquire with the one 
downstream user to ensure that his 
lo’i [pond for cultivating taro] and 
other uses would not be impacted 
by a temporary reduction (not elim- 
ination) of water supply. Commu- 
nications were spotty, and we had 
already made a concerted effort to 
contact the one downstream user. He 
had not responded. By around 3:30 
p.m., a flare up had shut down the 
Lahaina Bypass. 
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Hawaiian politics is a complicated mix of efforts to 
preserve the Hawaiian culture while being dependent 
on tourism and inflows of money brought by mainlanders 
seeking to live their dream of experiencing Hawaiian life. 


At around 6:00 p.m., we received 
CWRM’s approval to divert more 
water. By then, we were unable to 
reach the siphon release to make the 
adjustments that would have allowed 
more water to fill our reservoirs. 
We watched the devastation unfold 
around us without the ability to help. 


“One thing that people need to understand 
especially those from far away is that 
there’s been a great deal of water conflict 
on Maui for many years,” Hawaii Gov- 
ernor Josh Green pointed out at a press 
conference. “It’s important that we’re hon- 
est about this. People have been fighting 
against the release of water to fight fires. 
I'll leave that to you to explore.” But how 
about in the event of an emergency threat- 
ening many lives? Shouldn’t water be di- 


Water wars: At a press conference, Hawaii Governor Josh Green spoke of the battle over the 


verted for fire suppression in such a case, 
without bureaucratic delay? 

Hawaiian politics is a complicated 
mix of efforts to preserve the Hawaiian 
culture while being dependent on tour- 
ism and inflows of money brought by 
mainlanders seeking to live their dream 
of experiencing Hawaiian life, as we did. 
While our experience with locals was 
overwhelmingly positive, there is an un- 
dertow of frustration among Hawaiians 
who can barely afford to live in their an- 
cestral homeland. 

Though it seems unbelievable that 
someone would reject a request for 
water to fight fires due to politics, this 
is just one of the aggravating factors of 
that day. 

The well pumps did not have a reliable 
power source, such as underground power, 
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release of water to fight the fires. Lack of accessible water contributed to the destruction caused 


by the Maui fires. 


and there has been no mention of emer- 
gency generators for this critical compo- 
nent in the West Maui infrastructure. 

Ensuring the reliability of the Lahaina 
water supply was one of the primary roles 
of government, yet they failed due to po- 
litical bickering and incompetence. 

The wind-driven fire was so aggressive 
that fire crews could not have significantly 
changed the outcome even if they had un- 
limited water. Fire crews reported multiple 
structures catching fire around them while 
they were fighting a blaze on a particular 
structure. 

Imagine for a moment how it would feel 
to be risking your life battling an inferno 
as a firefighter. Your water source runs 
dry, and your fire hose falls limp while 
you’re staring at a wall of flames engulf- 
ing your city. You’ve been doing every- 
thing you could all day to save whoever 
and whatever you could while seeing hor- 
rific suffering. Later you discover you ran 
out of water due to politics. 

How do you process that? 


Heroism on the Ground 

As fire crews fought bravely, the water 
system depressurized, rendering them 
defenseless. They were quickly over- 
whelmed and had to flee for their lives as 


they attempted to save anyone they could 
on the way out of the area. 

One trapped fire crew was unable to 
drive their truck out due to blocked exits. 
They hunkered down during the inferno as 
their apparatus (fire truck) began to cook 
with them still inside. When the wind- 
shield began to bubble and the interior 
started smoking, they bailed out and took 
cover on the downwind side of their truck. 
Their chief attempted to text his family his 
final goodbye, but the message failed to 
send on the broken cellular network. 

A fellow firefighter commandeered a 
police cruiser and navigated through the 
fire to their location. They all crammed 
into the SUV, pulling an unconscious team 
member into the vehicle on top of them, 
and drove around the obstacles to escape. 


Why Couldn’t Ocean 
Water Have Been Used? 
Many people have wondered how a town 
perched on the edge of the ocean could run 
out of water for firefighting. A fire crew 
would never resort to seawater unless in 
a dire emergency, because the saltwater is 
very hard on equipment. 

While this certainly qualified as “dire,” 
there was no practical way for fire crews 
to leave their assigned areas, navigate 


through traffic and blocked roadways to 
the shoreline or boat ramp to harvest sea 
water, then return to the fight. The fire ad- 
vanced quickly and the time needed to fill 
the truck and return would have taken that 
crew out of the fight completely. 


Communication Breakdown 

Adding to the tragedy was a profound com- 
munication breakdown. Instead of activating 
warning sirens, a policy explicitly outlined 
for use during wildfires, the government’s 
decision to not use them left many bewil- 
dered. The choice to rely on text-message 
warnings turned into a grave misjudgment, 
as the weather had already disrupted cellular 
coverage, leaving many unaware of the im- 
minent danger until it was too late to escape. 
The State of Hawaii Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency website states: 


Hawai’i has the largest single inte- 
grated Outdoor Siren Warning Sys- 
tem for Public Safety in the world. 
The all-hazard siren system can be 
used for a variety of both natural 
and human-caused events; including 
tsunamis, hurricanes, dam breaches, 
flooding, wildfires, volcanic erup- 
tions, terrorist threats, hazardous 
material incidents, and more. 


AP Images 


Impractical: While the ocean seems like a readily available, inexhaustible supply of water to fight the fires, not only would the saltwater damage 
equipment, but firefighters could not leave the site of the fire to try to access seawater. 
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Maui’s Emergency Management chief, 
Herman Andaya, resigned after his public 
announcement of the choice to not acti- 
vate the sirens because of concerns that 
people would assume it was a tsunami 
warning and head uphill toward the fire 
danger. He doubled down on the choice, 
stating he did not regret the decision. 

Let that sink in. Maui government offi- 
cials believed people were not smart enough 
to understand the risks when they stepped 
outside and were met with massive billows 
of black smoke and flaming embers blowing 
toward them at 60-80 miles per hour. 


Challenges in 

Response and Coordination 

The crisis witnessed on the ground accen- 
tuates another layer of the government’s 
inadequacy. Absent a well-structured 
incident-command system, confusion 
and indecision became unfortunate hall- 
marks of the emergency response. In the 
face of such a challenge, even the most 
well-intentioned efforts faltered without a 
coordinated approach. 

For example, police blocked roads out 
of Lahaina and routed people toward Front 
Steet due to downed power lines. While 
they were “following orders,” they didn’t 
realize they were trapping dozens of peo- 
ple in the path of an inferno. To escape, 
some survivors drove through yards and 
debris-filled side roads, with flames rag- 
ing around them. Others were forced to 
jump into the ocean to get away from the 
intense heat, and the wind hurled flaming 
debris at them in the water. 


Dependency vs. Self-reliance 

Perhaps the most sobering lesson here is 
that misplaced faith in government inter- 
vention can lead to tragedy. The govern- 
ment’s responsibility to its citizens de- 
mands an ability to anticipate worst-case 
scenarios, especially in a region that’s no 
stranger to such crises. However, even 
the best-prepared agency isn’t typically 
geared for the compounding effects of 
multiple “worst case” situations at the 
same time. 

Unfortunately, following the directions 
of incompetent people can get us killed, so 
it is essential that we have our own disas- 
ter preparation plan worked out with our 
family before a disaster comes to our door. 

Essential preparedness steps include 
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Taking heat: Maui Emergency Management Agency Administrator Herman Andaya resigned after 
choosing to not activate Maui’s warning sirens to alert residents of the fire. He thought people 
would assume the siren was a tsunami warning and run toward the fire. 


everyone in the family knowing multiple 
routes to safety, a durable thumb drive 
and/or packet with copies of all essential 
documents, and emergency bags packed 
with the basics for each member of the 
family. Most of all, we must listen to our 
instincts when they are telling us we are in 
danger and need to move. 


Fact vs. Fiction 

In the aftermath of horrible things, it’s nat- 
ural to try to understand what happened. 
We try to fit the pieces we know together 
into something that makes sense. These 
days it’s easy for people to share these 
half-baked or ignorant theories on social 
media, where other people, also seeking 
understanding, latch onto the ideas and 
share them with others. 

Times of stress call for wisdom. We must 
develop a habit of discerning between con- 
spiracy theory and conspiracy fact, and we 
should never get ahead of the evidence. 

In this case, popular theories included 
directed energy weapons and intention- 
al, premeditated fires set to facilitate a 
land grab and the creation of a 15-min- 
ute city or some other nonsense. While 
I acknowledge there are a lot of things 
going on behind the curtain and mul- 
tiple agendas are pulling the country 


in dangerous directions, wandering off 
into fantasies only serves to divert focus 
from the true cause of this suffering: 
government’s inability to execute effec- 
tive disaster management. 


The Gell-Mann Amnesia Effect 
This brings us to the Gell-Mann Amnesia 
Effect. If we see content about something 
we know a lot about, then notice the author 
is ignorant or inaccurate about the topic, 
we typically move on. However, when 
that same author shares something about 
which we’re less familiar, we choose to 
believe him, especially if his message fits 
our point of view. 

But, if someone proves unreliable in 
one area, how can we trust him on any 
topic? 


What Can We Learn From This? 

In the aftermath of the Lahaina catastro- 
phe, the message is clear: Competent gov- 
ernance, personal preparedness, and a cau- 
tious approach to information are integral 
to protecting ourselves and our loved ones 
from future tragedies. 

I hope we all learn from this horrific 
event and take personal responsibility se- 
riously moving forward. 

We are our own first responders. ll 
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FIRES, HURRICANES: NOT CAUSED 


BY CLIMATE CHANGE 


AP Images 


Climate alarmists are shamefully exploiting fires, hurricanes, and other 
natural disasters to advance their global green agenda. 


= UNITED NATIONS = 


a) 


Climate panic porn: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres ( (speaking) ) claims that “The era of 
global warming has ended; the era of global boiling has arrived.” He calls on youth protesters to 
“ratchet up the pressure” for more global controls. 


by William F. Jasper 


hey’re ba-a-a-ack! The Climate 
Calamity Cult is back in mega- 
fright mode, prepping us for the 

end of the world — unless we jettison 
all fossil fuels, give up meat, start eat- 
ing bugs, and, in general, give the Earth 
Saviors at the United Nations and World 
Economic Forum total power over all as- 
pects of our lives. September, as usual, 
was a big month for climate palavers at 
the UN headquarters in New York City, 
with the SDG (Sustainable Development 
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Goals) Summit on September 18-19 and 
the UN Climate Ambition Summit on Sep- 
tember 20. And those events were warm- 
ups for the grand event: The 2023 UN 
Climate Change Conference, which will 
convene from November 30 to December 
12, 2023 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 
Also known as COP 28 (28th meeting 
of the Conference of the Parties), it will 
be the ultimate global shakedown event, 
demanding $2.5-$3 trillion per year from 
taxpayers in the developed world to fill the 
“financing gap” for achieving the UN’s 
SDGs in developing countries. 
Convincing the taxpayers of the Unit- 
ed States, European Union, and Japan to 
cough up that kind of loot requires a very 


serious scaremongering campaign. Thus 
the endless (and escalating) repetition 
of alarms about the supposed “climate 
crisis,” “climate breakdown,” “climate 
emergency,” “climate catastrophe,” and 
“climate apocalypse.” 

At the September 2022 SDG Summit, 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
decried the “climate catastrophe” that had 
brought us to a “moment of great peril 
for our world.” “And we need to save our 
planet,” he wailed, “which is quite liter- 
ally on fire. This means addressing the tri- 
ple planetary crisis of climate breakdown, 
biodiversity loss and pollution.” So, he 
declared, “Governments need to invest 
like never before.” 
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UN Chief: “Global Boiling Has Arrived” 
This year Guterres was back at it again 
with a heated vengeance. “The era of 
global warming has ended; the era of 
global boiling has arrived,” he claimed 
during a speech at the UN on July 27. 

The UN chief, a former president of the 
Socialist International, blamed human- 
caused CO, and greenhouse gases for the 
heat wave then affecting North America 
and northern Europe. “For scientists, it 
is unequivocal — humans are to blame,” 
Guterres said. “Climate change is here. It 
is terrifying, and it is just the beginning.” 
“The evidence is everywhere: Humanity 
has unleashed destruction,” he warned. 
“This must not inspire despair, but action,” 
he said. 

Okay, but what kind of action? Well, the 
kind of action that empowers and enriches 
governments, corporations, NGOs, and 
IGOs (intergovernmental organizations, 
i.e., the UN, UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO, 
WTO, etc.), and lets their “experts” take 
control over our lives. 
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Britain’s King Charles, a longtime 
member of the Climate Panic Choir, has 
been doing his part. In June he joined 
London Mayor Sadiq Khan in launching 
the giant Climate Clock that is counting 
down until 2030, a year the climate cultists 
claim will bring irreversible, catastrophic 
consequences for the world’s climate — 
unless we bestow on them the powers and 
cash they demand. The Climate Clock is 
being broadcast for display on 150 giant 
screens across the U.K. as a constant prop- 
aganda feed. “The Climate Clock tells us 
what to do and by when,” a spokesperson 
for London Climate Week announced. 
“The Deadline and Lifelines on the Cli- 
mate Clock make explicit the speed and 
scope of action that we must take to limit 
the worst climate impacts.” 


Wildfires, Hurricanes, 

“Extreme Weather” 

What about the deadly Maui wildfires in 
Hawaii in August? Weren’t they caused by 
global warming? To go by the claims of 
the political blatherskites and media jab- 
berers, it would certainly seem that is the 
case. However, as usual, they got this one 


TO LIMIT 
GLOBAL 
WARMING 
T0 1.5°C 


spectacularly wrong. On August 11, the 
Los Angeles Times rushed to blame politi- 
cal foot-dragging on climate action for the 
disaster. In a piece titled “If the Maui fires 
don’t wake up Americans to the climate 
emergency, nothing will,” Zimes culture 
columnist and critic Mary McNamara 
averred that the lesson of the Maui fires is 
“the one thing that unites us all: the need 
to lower human-made emissions before 
the Earth becomes uninhabitable.” 

Days later, however, the Times had to 
eat crow and admit that it wasn’t climate 
that had caused the flaming fiasco after 
all; it was government (and private) ne- 
glect and incompetence. The Times, which 
regularly dispenses climate-alarmist 
bilge, nevertheless ran a series of articles 
that contradicted the earlier McNamara 
blame-climate-change column. Titles 
of the Times articles included: “Ignored 
warnings, hubris, slow response fueled 
America’s deadliest wildfire in a centu- 
ry,” “Maui County officials knew the fire 
risks, documents show,” “Chaos and ter- 
ror: Failed communications left Maui resi- 
dents trapped by fire. Scores died.” Turns 
out it wasn’t our gas-guzzling SUVs that 


Climageddon countdown? Britain’s King Charles joins London Mayor Sadiq Khan on June 28, 
2023, to launch the giant Climate Clock that is counting down until 2030, a year the climate 
cultists claim will bring irreversible, catastrophic consequences for the world’s climate — unless 


we give them massive powers. 
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caused the inferno in paradise. But much 
of the media are sticking with their anthro- 
pogenic (human-caused) global-warming 
narrative anyway. (For more on the Maui 
fires, see page 18.) 

But what about all the other wildfires 
ravaging large swaths of Canada, the Unit- 
ed States, and Europe? “The media and cli- 
mate activists are again weaponizing wild- 
fires and linking them to climate change,” 
Climate Depot’s Marc Morano comment- 
ed in June, as smoke from Canada’s fires 
was enveloping much of the northeast 
portion of the United States. “Wildfires, 
both globally and in Canada, have been 
declining significantly” in recent years, 
he noted. “Despite these facts,” he con- 
tinued, “climate activists now want to use 
Canada’s wildfires as another excuse to 
take away even more of our freedoms and 
raise the price of electricity. Better forest 
management, cracking down on arson, and 
improved fire suppression practices are 
what is needed, not the Green New Deal.” 

The data back Morano up. The Cana- 
dian National Fire Database (CNFD) for 
2023 provides facts to dispute the idea that 
fires in Canada have increased due to cli- 
mate. According to the CNFD, there has 
been a significant and continuing decline 
in the number of fires, and no discernible 
upward trend in the area burned. 

Furthermore, Dr. Roger Pielke, Jr., a 
former chairman of the American Meteo- 
rological Society Committee on Weather 
Forecasting, points out that even the UN’s 
alarmist Intergovernmental Panel on Cli- 
mate Change (IPCC) “has not detected or 
attributed fire occurrence or area burned 
to human-caused climate change.” 

Wildfire infernos make for dramatic TV 
coverage, but Dr. Bjorn Lomborg points 
out, “As for the amount of burned area 
due to fire on a global level, satellite data 
shows a dramatic decline over the past 25 
years.” 

Patrick Brown, a Ph.D. climate scien- 
tist, lecturer at Johns Hopkins University, 
and co-director of the Climate and Energy 
Team at the Breakthrough Institute, has 
thrown more cold water on the wildfire 
climate-change story. He wrote an article 
published in The Free Press in which he 
reveals that he censored himself to get 
published in Nature, the prestigious (but 
highly biased) science journal. 

His Free Press piece is titled, “I Left 
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The “science” journals have been commandeered by 
editors who demand propaganda, not science. Repeat 
the mantra: “climate change, climate change, climate 


change.” 


Hiding the truth: Canada’s 2023 fires, such as this one in British Columbia, produced more false 
media claims that climate disasters are increasing in number and deadly impact. But even the 
climate alarmists at NOAA and the UN’s IPCC admit that isn’t so. 


Out the Full Truth to Get My Climate 
Change Paper Published.” It carries this 
subtitle: “I just got published in Nature 
because I stuck to a narrative I knew the 
editors would like. That’s not the way sci- 
ence should work.” 

Dr. Brown says that he and his co-au- 
thors “focused narrowly on the influence 
of climate change on extreme wildfire 
behavior” even though “there are also 
other factors that can be just as or more 
important, such as poor forest manage- 
ment and the increasing number of people 
who start wildfires either accidentally or 
purposely. (A startling fact: over 80 per- 
cent of wildfires in the US are ignited by 
humans.)” However, he knew that includ- 
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ing these factors would “decrease the odds 
that the paper would pass muster with Na- 
tures editors and reviewers.” 

Dr. Brown is confirming what other 
scientists have been charging for years: 
The “science” journals have been com- 
mandeered by editors who demand prop- 
aganda, not science. Repeat the mantra: 
“climate change, climate change, climate 
change.” 


Hurricanes Hilary and Idalia 

Every year we hear more claims from 
the Al Gores of the world that hur- 
ricanes and tropical storms are grow- 
ing in number and intensity. Hurricane 
Idalia, which hit Florida and Georgia 
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in August, and Tropical Storm Hilary, 
which hit California at about the same 
time, provided the excuses for an orgy of 
media fright-peddling about the coming 
climate apocalypse. Britain’s BBC, ever 
ready to push the climate panic button, 
found a University of California profes- 
sor who proclaimed that Hilary was a 
100-year event and the result of human- 
caused climate change. 

Climate researcher Paul Homewood 
takes the BBC and other media outlets to 
task in a posting at Climate Depot titled 
“No, BBC, Hurricane Hilary Was Not 
Unprecedented.” Hilary did indeed drop 
a lot of rain on Southern California, but it 
was hardly the record-breaker BBC made 
it out to be. Homewood points out that 
hurricanes/tropical storms in 1926, 1939, 
and 1976 matched or exceeded Hilary’s 
precipitation. “Hilary is a very similar 
event to the 1939 tropical storm, El Cor- 
donazo, which followed a similar path 
and dumped similar amounts of rain,” he 
notes. The BBC report made much, for in- 
stance, of the one-day total of 2.48 inches 
of rain that Hilary unleashed on Los An- 
geles. But the 1939 storm was much more 
devastating, dropping 5.24 inches on Los 
Angeles in 24 hours. Hurricane Kath- 
leen dropped as much as 14.75 inches in 
Southern California’s mountains, far sur- 
passing the 11+ inches from Hilary. 

Hurricane Idalia was likewise heralded 
as “unprecedented.” This is “nonsense,” 
says Homewood, pointing out that it was 
“no different than dozens of other hurri- 
canes” which have hit the United States in 
the past.” Idalia, a Category 3 hurricane, 
made landfall at 125 mph. “But that was 
nothing,” Homewood says, compared to 
the 1935 Labor Day Hurricane, which is 
“by far the strongest to hit the US.” That 
hurricane, a Category 5, came with winds 
of 185 mph. 

Dr. Lomborg makes the point that “The 
annual number of hurricanes that make 
landfall in the U.S. since 1900 is slightly 
declining, not increasing.” And Dr. Pielke 
notes that even the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and 
the UN’s IPCC (both of which are notori- 
ously climate alarmist) both admit there is 
not sufficient data to link anthropogenic 
global warming to hurricane activity. 

So, take a deep breath and relax. The 
Climate Apocalypse is not coming. 
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Greta Thnunberg: UN Poster Child 


The UN, teachers unions, and the Council on Foreign Relations have teamed up to 
indoctrinate and activate legions of young “climate warriors.” 


Greta’s global mob: Greta Thunberg, now 20 years old, was transformed into a superstar by the 
United Nations, the World Economic Forum, and the Deep State media. She is now spearheading 
the globalists’ #EndFossilFuels campaign among world youth. 


by William F. Jasper 


he kids are back in school — just 
in time to rally in support of the 
United Nations’ latest effort to 
shackle the planet with freedom-destroy- 
ing schemes that are aimed, ostensibly, 
at saving us all from the dread effects of 
“climate change.” Greta “How dare you!” 
Thunberg, the screechy, preachy, snotty, 
sneering, sanctimonious version of Pippi 
Longstocking, is back once again to lead 
a global mob of young climate zealots in 
the push to “#EndFossilFuels.” 

If that crusade were to succeed, it would 
amount to nothing less than civilizational 
suicide — not to mention an energy-star- 
vation genocide that would take the lives 
of billions of our fellow human beings. 
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But Greta and her fanatical legions are 
oblivious to these concerns, as they race to 
combat a nonexistent “existential crisis.” 
The Swedish sensation became an imme- 
diate darling of the establishment media 
in 2018, when, as a 15-year-old moppet, 
she was pictured leading a school strike 
demanding that Sweden’s parliament take 
action against global warming. She is now 
20 years old and an idol to juvenile activ- 
ists the world over. 

But Pippi Thunberg’s path to eco-star- 
dom was not boosted solely by the slav- 
ish attention of Big Media. She has also 
benefited immensely from Big Labor. Our 
nation’s largest union, the National Edu- 
cation Association (NEA), has promoted 
her to millions of teachers and students as 
a model of heroic activism. In 2020, the 


union announced that the “NEA’s High- 
est Honor Goes to Climate Teen Activist, 
Greta Thunberg.” 

“This one voice grew to four million in 
just one year,” the NEA purred in tribute to 
Thunberg. “Today, people the world over 
have joined her to help save the planet.” 
An article titled “The ‘Greta Effect’ on 
Student Activism and Climate Change” in 
NEA Today, the union’s magazine, spins an 
iconic image of Thunberg as a modern Joan 
of Arc: “Once upon a time a courageous 
16-year-old girl set out to save her planet 
from imminent doom from powers seem- 
ingly beyond her control. With the support 
of millions of other young people deter- 
mined to help their planet survive, the girl 
sailed across an ocean on a vessel powered 
by the sun to take on her greatest foe...” 

It’s not difficult to see that there is 
plenty of appeal there for adolescent ide- 
alism — and ambition: “Cool, you mean 
I can rail against the rich elites while also 
being feted and promoted by the same rich 
elites, and become a global celebrity at the 
same time? Way cool! Sign me up!” 


Can’t Read, Can Protest, Will Travel 
The NEA has never shown genuine con- 
cern about the decades-long precipitous 
decline of academic achievement in our 
schools, but it is all on board with global- 
warming saturation studies. The militant 
union promotes “Climate Change Edu- 
cation in Every Subject,” and lauds New 
Jersey for being “the first state in the na- 
tion to integrate climate change standards 
across grade levels and content areas.” 
The NEA thinks it is wonderful that “the 
standards require climate change to be 
taught in health and physical education, 
career readiness and life literacies, com- 
puter science and design thinking, science, 
social studies, visual and performing arts, 
and world languages.” 

Under the heading of “How to incor- 
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You're supposed to believe that the highly organized, 
carefully orchestrated, widely publicized, and hugely 
funded climate campaigns, marches, and protests are all 
spontaneous, organic, and authentically independent. 


Classroom indoctrination: Rebecca S. Pringle, president of the National 
Education Association, shares the podium with Vice President Kamala Harris 
at the 2022 NEA Representative Assembly. NEA has teamed up with the UN 
and the CFR to groom students to be foot soldiers in their climate brigades. 
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porate climate change education into 
your classroom,” the NEA singles out an 
organization called Subject to Climate 
as “a good resource for teachers from 
all over the country.” This is where the 
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 
comes in. The Subject to Climate web- 
site prominently features 21 videos and 
digital articles provided by the CFR for 
teachers and students on climate-relat- 
ed subjects such as “The Paris Agree- 
ment,” “Who Is Responsible for Climate 
Change?” “Who Releases the Most Green 
House Gases?” and “Why Scientists Are 
Watching Greenland.” 

For more than a century, the CFR has 
served as the premier front group pro- 
moting the New World Order schemes 
of the Deep State globalists. CFR lead- 
ers and members have been the key 
movers and shakers in establishing the 
United Nations, the European Union, the 
World Economic Forum, the Trilateral 
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Commission, the World Bank, the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund, and virtually 
every organization and movement push- 
ing for world government. The CFR’s 
alignment with the NEA, which boasts a 
union membership of more than two mil- 
lion teachers, represents a truly alarming 
grab by the globalists for control of the 
minds of not only American children, but 
children worldwide. The NEA is a major 
player in Education International, a glob- 
al confederation of teacher trade unions 
with 30 million members in 172 coun- 
tries. Also joining the NEA in this effort 
is its sometime rival/sometime ally the 
American Federation of Teachers, which 
is as radical as the NEA and equally com- 
mitted to the climate-cult agenda. 

Need mobs of kiddies to protest fossil 
fuels for the television cameras? No prob- 
lem: We can close the classrooms and 
have throngs of youngsters provide the 
desired drama. 
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UN to Kids: “Ratchet Up the Pressure” 
A UN press release on March 16, 2023 
announced that UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres had “called on young 
people everywhere to ratchet up the pres- 
sure, acknowledging their vital role in 
keeping the world’s climate goals alive.” 

“Climate change is the fight of our lives 
— and young people have been on the 
frontlines leading the charge for climate 
justice. The unrelenting conviction of 
young people is central to keeping climate 
goals within reach, kicking the world’s 
addiction to fossil fuels, and delivering 
climate justice,” Guterres said. 

Of course, mobs need trained cadres 
for guidance and direction. That’s where 
the UN’s Youth Advisory Group on Cli- 
mate Change (YAG) comes in. The UN’s 
website describes the YAG outfit thusly: 
“Convened under the auspices of the 
United Nations first-ever system-wide 
youth strategy, Youth2030, and the Our 
Common Agenda, the Youth Advisory 
Group serves as a mechanism for the 
Secretary-General to hear directly from 
young people, as the organization works 
to accelerate global climate action, and 
drive forward all 17 Sustainable Devel- 
opment Goals.” 

In May of this year, the World Bank 
Group held its Youth Summit 2023, bring- 
ing young leaders from around the globe 
for training at the World Bank Group head- 
quarters in Washington, D.C. Much of the 
focus of the summit was on climate change. 
Then there are the billionaire playboys of 
the World Economic Forum, whose Young 
Global Leaders are the premier virtue- 
signaling hypocrites of global-warming 
alarmism. There are many other similar 
groups grooming youngsters for their 
planned global green regime. But you’re 
not supposed to notice that. You’re sup- 
posed to believe that the highly organized, 
carefully orchestrated, widely publicized, 
and hugely funded climate campaigns, 
marches, and protests are all spontaneous, 
organic, and authentically independent. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 

The children and young people of the 
world are being horribly misled and be- 
trayed. The anti-fossil fuel “green” agenda 
so many of them are unwittingly support- 
ing would, if implemented, doom all but 
the globalist elites to poverty and short- 
ened, miserable lives. Hi 
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CANADIAN ANTI-CHRISTIAN 
RACIAL HOAX EXPOSED 


Indigenous children in Canada were allegedly abused in mostly Catholic-run residential 
schools and buried in mass unmarked graves. But a recent excavation found nothing. 


Fake news: Outside a former Indian residential school in British Columbia in 2021, people were 
honoring the “215 children murdered and buried there” — perhaps not knowing that no actual 
bodies had been found. 


by Selwyn Duke 


G ‘N= where do I go to get my 

reputation back?” So reads 

a famous paraphrase of 
Reagan-era Secretary of Labor Raymond 
Donovan, who expressed the sentiment 
after his high-profile 1980s acquittal on 
fraud and grand-larceny charges. As is 
virtually always the case, it’s easier being 
cleared in a court of law than in the court 
of public opinion. This is especially true 
when the media are intensely interested in 
covering damning charges against you, but 
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almost totally uninterested in publicizing 
your exoneration. 

This could come to mind with the fur- 
ther debunking of a vicious anti-Christian 
racial hoax, one that led to “retaliatory” 
2021 church burnings in Canada: the 
claim that “mass child graves” were dis- 
covered at Catholic and Protestant resi- 
dential schools for Indian students. 

Even at the time, as we related in the 
article “Churches Burn in Canada Based 
on Blood-libel Myth” in our August 23, 
2021 issue, those with discerning eyes 
knew there was no actual evidence of 
mass child graves. This didn’t stop The 
New York Times from writing in June 
2021, in what commentator Andrea Wid- 
burg called a “representative article,” the 
following: 


The remains of more than 1,000 
people, mostly children, have been 
discovered on the grounds of three 
former residential schools in two Ca- 
nadian provinces since May. 

In late June, the remains of 751 
people, mainly Indigenous children, 
were discovered at the site of a for- 
mer school in the province of Sas- 
katchewan, a Canadian Indigenous 
group said. 

The discovery, the largest one to 
date, came less than a month after 
the remains of 200 people, mostly 
children, were found in unmarked 
graves on the grounds of another 
former boarding school in British 
Columbia. In July, the Penelakut 
Tribe in British Columbia said it had 
uncovered about 160 undocumented 
and unmarked graves. 


But this was fake news. As Widburg point- 
ed out, “It’s only when you dig a little 
deeper into the essay that you realize that, 
as of the time of its writing, no graves at 
all had been discovered. Instead, ‘ground- 
penetrating radar’ discovered anomalies. 
Not bones. Anomalies.” 

“The BBC also hid the ball, reporting 
about the hundreds of graves found on 
school properties, only to admit about 
halfway through the essay that the ‘graves’ 
were found using ‘ground-penetrating 
radar,’” Widburg continued. “This BBC 
story reflects the same pattern of accu- 
sation, followed by the admission that 
no actual bodies have been located. A 
Wikipedia chart reveals that all the recent 
‘grave’ findings were made using radar, 
not shovels.” 

Again, however, this is history more 
than news. For ground-penetrating radar 
“doesn’t actually see the bodies. It’s not 
like an X-ray,” Toronto Sun columnist 
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Photo op: Never missing a chance to virtue-signal, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
threw fuel on the anti-Christian story’s fire, calling the anger leading to the church attacks 


“understandable.” 


Candice Malcolm had related in 2021 al- 
ready, quoting an anthropology professor. 
“To be clear: nothing was ‘uncovered.’ No 
‘bodies’ were found,” the journalist em- 
phasized. “There was no excavation, noth- 
ing was unearthed, nothing was removed, 
no identities were confirmed.” 

Yet there’s more. Canadian Indian 
sources told us back in 2021 that the 
graveyard at an especially maligned 
school, the Kamloops Indian Residential 
School in British Columbia, was merely 
a community cemetery in which people 
of all ages were buried. This no doubt ap- 
plies to many if not all of the schools in 
question; after all, church institutions will 
often have adjoining cemeteries. Along 
with baptism, burial is church business. 

And deceit, apparently, is now media 
business. As Malcolm wrote incredulous- 
ly in a 2021 tweet, “How come so many 
media outlets described these as ‘mass 
graves’? The words never appeared in the 
original news release from Tk’emlups te 
Secwepemce [the British Columbia Indi- 
ans who examined the graves] either. The 
media just made it up.” 

This said, the investigators finally did 
do some digging — and they found some- 
thing. 

Nothing. 

As The Post Millennial reported Au- 
gust 19: 
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Chief Derek Nepinak of the Minego- 
ziibe Anishinabe said the excavation 
of a Catholic church on the site of a 
former Manitoba school found “no 
conclusive evidence of human re- 
mains.” The lands the church is found 
on have been referred to as “mass 
graves” by outlets in the mainstream 
media. 

In a video on social media, Chief 
Nepinak said that a specialized team 
of archeologists that work with the 
police were not able to detect any 
“evidence of human remains” under 
the Our Lady of Seven Sorrows 
Catholic Church which is the site of 
a former residential school in Pine 
Creek. 


Again, though, this outcome is precisely 
what the earlier evidence pointed to. This 
didn’t deter politicians from posturing, 
propagandizing, and contributing to the 
anti-Christian frenzy. Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, for example, 
called the anti-Christian prejudice “un- 
derstandable.” 

Yet Trudeau was mild compared to 
other pseudo-elites, who sometimes actu- 
ally accused the churches of “genocide” 
and called for their destruction. Then 
there’s Pope Francis, who seems to read 
the mainstream media more than the Bible 
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and who apologized based on the wild, 
unproven allegations. 

Moreover, even as the mainstream 
media now report on the failure to find 
human remains, the propaganda and 
anti-Christian agitation continue. They 
cite the aforementioned Chief Nepi- 
nak, a left-wing activist who is seen on 
video pushing the school-abuse narra- 
tive while wearing a T-shirt bearing the 
image of brutal, murdering communist 
revolutionary Che Guevara. If, however, 
the media actually did some research 
and interviewed, let’s say, Cree play- 
wright Tomson Highway, they’d learn 
their persistent claim that 150,000 In- 
dian children were forced to attend the 
residential schools is false: Many par- 
ents wanted their kids to attend the in- 
stitutions, and some of the children will 
say their years at them were among their 
lives’ best. Or the media might cite late 
female chief Cece Hodgson-McCauley, 
who was certain that some fellow Indi- 
ans were leveling false abuse claims for 
money. 

This said, there surely was some abuse; 
anytime massive numbers of children 
go through any system over a century’s 
course, this is inevitable. There’s also little 
doubt that enough excavation will produce 
some children’s remains. Remember that 
child mortality in general was high dur- 
ing much of the history in question, espe- 
cially since this includes the Spanish flu 
epidemic (1918-19), which claimed many 
young lives. Also note that some deceased 
youngsters had to be buried on-site be- 
cause there wasn’t always the money to 
ship their bodies home. 

None of this matters, though. To this 
day, in fact, an internet search of this topic 
yields first-page results speaking matter- 
of-factly of the “discovery of more than 
1,000 Indigenous children buried in un- 
marked graves near residential schools.” 
What does matter, writes Widburg, is 
“that the left was able to make political 
hay out of the anomalies and will be sure 
to downplay or bury the truth (in a non- 
anomalous media grave, of course).” 

But as they do this, perhaps all should 
ponder a question a commenter under 
Widburg’s article posed: “Maybe the left- 
ists can take us to the gravesites of the 
aborted fetuses they discard?” 

Now, there’s a genocide to investigate. 
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THE WAR AGAINST THE TRANS 
AGENDA TRANSITIONS TO THE OFFENSE 


by Annalisa Pesek 


ransgender ideology now has solid footing in — and is 
arguably consuming — American culture. The once-iso- 
lated ideas of a few have spread quickly and managed to 
transform an entire generation, forcing the nation to continue to 
move the goal post from ignoring to accepting to approving and 
now to welcoming the claim that human biology is no longer 
dictated by X and Y chromosomes, but by whatever “gender” a 
person chooses to identify as. 

The idea that a person’s gender can change from day to day 
based on feelings about his or her identity has so effectively 
disrupted the culture that it has moved into the dangerous and 
disturbing arenas of normalizing sexual perversion, child 
abuse, and pedophilia. Today, rogue judges, progressive 
state lawmakers, and radical parents have no objection and 
are subjecting young children to irreversible bodily mutila- 
tion as well as lifelong misery and harm. 

But many Americans have pivoted to an offensive strat- 
egy, speaking out about the issues of transitioning children 
as young as two years old and permitting transgender ath- 
letes to compete in women’s sports. From influential public 
figures including Tucker Carlson, the Daily Wire’s Matt 
Walsh (What Is a Woman? documentary), Turning Point 
USA’s Charlie Kirk, and War Room’s Steve Bannon, to 
collegiate athletes and coaches such as Riley Gaines and 
Oberlin College lacrosse coach Kim Russell, many brave 
truth-tellers are not backing down. 

To ignore the problems perpetuating the transgender in- 
sanity is to be complicit in lies masquerading as truth, toler- 
ance, and love. Fear has given the Left an edge to promote 
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the extreme, unchecked acts of villainous physicians who are 
excited to butcher young bodies. They advocate “affirming care” 
resulting in irreversible changes through surgeries and hormone 
blockers. These brutalities are coupled with the actions of par- 
ents, most often mothers, seeking their own personal gain and 
notoriety in the current “woke” society by guiding their children 
into the transgender ideology. Those committing the atrocities are 
child abusers, and they must be held to account. 

Joining the accountability team and making big plays are or- 
dinary Americans who are pushing back. Pasadena, California- 
based Seak Smith has set out to do just that, organizing a group 
of concerned citizens willing to get in the ring and resist the 
madness. 
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In a recent interview on Steve Bannon’s 
War Room, Smith provided an update on yet 
another court case in which a father lost cus- 
tody of his five-year-old son whose mother 
started “transitioning” the boy at age two. 

“Starting at two, she started putting him 
in dresses, started calling him a girl, start- 
ed asking his preschool and all the other 
parents and other children to call this little 
boy a girl, who now goes by the name Vio- 
let,” Smith told Bannon. For objecting to 
the “social transitioning,” the boy’s father, 
Adam Vena, was ordered by the courts not 
to have contact with his son, Aiden, for 
two years. As of September 13, Vena was 
still separated from his son and not permit- 
ted visitation rights. 

The grassroots “survivor-led organiza- 
tion” Smith founded, Mom and Dad Army 
(mom-army.com), works to “stop the war 
on children,” and their efforts so far have 
proved successful. Citing a victory for 
Vena, Smith told Bannon that the judge in 
Vena’s case, Judge Harvey Silberman, has 
recused himself. 

“What we are seeing is an outright at- 
tack on all of our children from every 
institution we can think of — the educa- 
tion system, the medical system, Big 
Tech,” said Smith. 

She described Vena’s case as a “ca- 
nary in the coal mine,” noting the pas- 
sage of new California legislation, AB 
957, that extends the laws determining 
child-custody proceedings to “a par- 
ent’s affirmation of the child’s gender 
identity or gender expression as part 
of the health, safety, and welfare of the 
child.” The law provides new means 
for family courts to weaponize paren- 
tal rights, explained Smith, taking full 
rights away from the protective par- 
ent, as is the case for Vena, and giving 
them to the parent who affirms trans- 
gender abuse, in this instance, Vena’s 
ex-wife. 

Vena’s case is hardly unique. In 
August 2020, Bay Area father Ted 
Hudacko lost his custody rights at the . 
hands of California Superior Court 
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Judge Joni Hiramoto, who granted Hu- 
dacko’s wife full custody after Ted dis- 
agreed with the decision for his son, Drew, 
to medically “transition” to a girl. Author 
and journalist Abigail Shrier (/rreversible 
Damage: The Transgender Craze Seduc- 
ing Our Daughters) broke the story, writ- 
ing in the New York Post, “within just a few 
months, Hiramoto would strip Ted of his 
parental rights. Ted lost the right to see or 
speak to Drew. Ted also lost the power to 
stop a medical transition already planned 
by the gender doctors at UCSF Benioff 
Child and Adolescent Gender Clinic.” 
Shrier reported that it is now common- 
place for gender activists to provide “train- 
ing” to family court judges in dozens of 
states, “touting the purported benefits of 
gender medicine for kids with little discus- 
sion of the risks or the existence of promi- 
nent critics within the medical community.” 
Unlike Judge Silberman, Judge Hira- 
moto did not recuse herself from the case, 
despite her claim that she is the mother 
of a transgender child. Hiramoto publicly 
showed support for her child’s “transition” 
on social media. The case exemplifies just 
how deeply the trans ideology has infil- 


Kim 
Russell 


trated the legal system, and particularly 
family law. 

As Shrier writes, “Judges now decide 
the fate of children and their families 
based on unsubstantiated metaphysics, as 
if it were factual that every adolescent has 
an immutable ‘gender identity,’ knowable 
only to the teen himself.” 

Within the craziness of the athletic 
realm, coaches and athletes are entering 
the fray to stop the movement. At Ober- 
lin College and Conservatory in Oberlin, 
Ohio, for example, women’s lacrosse head 
coach Kim Russell was removed from her 
position in 2022 for taking a strong stance 
against biological male athletes competing 
in women’s sports. She recently came for- 
ward publicly amid the harrowing experi- 
ence that cost her the job she loved. 

Now relegated to pushing paperwork 
and “creating things,” Russell’s skills as a 
P.E. teacher, yoga instructor, and wellness 
coach have been sidelined. In her new role, 
Russell will have no contact with students. 

“IT have been taken out of the role of 
coach, which is what I’ve done for 27 
years,” she lamented on Fox News. 
Russell was vilified by college adminis- 

trators and students when she voiced 
her belief that biological women 
should be the only participants in 
women’s sports, criticizing the 2022 
NCAA championship win by swim- 
mer Lia Thomas, a male competing in 
the women’s event. 

“There were no rules that I was 
breaking. I was speaking my belief, 
my opinion,” she told host Laura In- 
graham, defending her God-given, 
constitutional right to free speech. 

As reported by American Wire 
News, college officials berated Rus- 
sell in private conversations recorded 
by Russell and later passed on to the 
media. 

“Unfortunately, you fall into the 
category of people that are kind of 
filled with hate in the world,” Natalie 
Winkelfoos, associate vice president 
for athletics, told Russell. “It’s accept- 


THE NEW AMERICAN © OCTOBER 76, 2023 


AP Images 


able to have your own opinions, but when 
they go against Oberlin College’s beliefs, 
it’s a problem,” said Creg Jantz, senior as- 
sociate director of athletics. 

Undeterred, Russell is “ready for the 
storm,” and her convictions for fighting 
for Title IX and women in sports have only 
been emboldened as a result of her demo- 
tion and humiliation at the hands of those 
truly filled with venomous cruelty. 

The end of her tenure at the college 
began with one of her own players “snitch- 
ing” on her to the athletic director, who in 
turn called her in for a meeting. This led 
to a “burning at the stake,” as Russell re- 
counted the experience to the Independent 
Women’s Forum. 

“Chairs were set up in a huge circle. I 
felt like I was burned at the stake. I felt 
like I was stoned and hanged all at the 
same time. It was what I would call the 
mob mentality, where a few people on the 
team spoke about how much they were 
upset with what I posted, and how dare I 
post that,” she recalled. 

Her crime: congratulating swimmer 
Emma Weyant, who took second place 
at the NCAA championship. “Con- 
gratulations to Emma Weyant, the real 
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woman who won the NCAA 500-yard 
freestyle event,” read Russell’s post. 

Russell further recalled, “That meeting 
turned into anybody being able to say any- 
thing they didn’t like about my coaching 
style or my assistant’s coaching — any- 
thing.... I love these kids, and to have, you 
know, many of them say all these things 
that to me were attacking who I was as a 
person, it made me sad.” 

“TI am so passionate about this because 
the reason we have these opportunities to 
play and coach and to do the things we do 
is because of the women who came before 
me, who fought for Title [X, who fought 
for us to have these opportunities,” Russell 
said. “And I don’t think that the younger 
generation even understands that these op- 
portunities weren’t here years ago.” 

Russell remains steadfast in the fight, 
joining forces with others such as col- 
legiate swimmer Riley Gaines, who has 
nearly single-handedly spearheaded the 
movement to protect women in sports by 
speaking out against males competing in 
women’s events. 

Gaines, a former NCAA swimmer, 
emerged as one of the sole women’s voic- 
es speaking out against the unfairness of 


biological males competing in women’s 
sports. While collaborating with Turning 
Point USA, she was attacked by militant 
protesters at San Francisco State University 
(SFSU), where she was to address a crowd 
on the importance of protecting women’s 
sports. Before being barricaded in a room 
for hours until campus police rescued her, 
she was chased by an angry mob of protest- 
ers who chanted, “trans rights are human 
rights” and “Yeah, you f**king transphobic 
b**ch — I f**king see you!” 

“The prisoners are running the asylum at 
SFSU.... I was ambushed and physically 
hit twice by a man,” she tweeted on X, 
formerly known as Twitter. “Still only fur- 
ther assures me I’m doing something right. 
When they want you silent, speak louder.” 

“Speak louder,” says Gaines, and bold 
voices are surfacing despite the media’s 
refusal to cover their stories. As the goal 
posts are moved, the uprising against the 
trans insanity is gaining the advantage 
through small but effective steps, as cou- 
rageous people such as Gaines, Smith, and 
Russell bring stories of the madness of the 
trans ideology to everyday Americans. 
The momentum is changing; we are now 
on the offensive. Ml 
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GETTING STARTED IS AS EASY AS 1,2,3. 


Representative Matt Rosendale (R-Mont.), who has 
consistently scored 100 percent in our Freedom 
Index congressional scorecard, discusses a wide 
range of issues. (October 16, 2023) TNA231016 
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Angel Tipper 


A generous stranger made August very 
special for four different waitresses at 
three restaurants in Rowlett, Texas, by 
leaving them $2,000 tips on very small 
checks, Fox 4 reported. 

On August 23, an anonymous woman 
dined at Dalrock Diner, where she ordered 
an omelet breakfast. To the shock of res- 
taurant owner George Touris, she left her 
waitress a $2,000 tip on her $21 receipt. 

Touris told Fox 4 he had seen generous 
tipping in the past, but not to this extent. “I 
have people give $200, $300, but $2,000, 
never,” he enthused. 

Later that same afternoon, server Gysel 
Martinez at Senaida’s Mexican Kitchen 
was surprised with a $2,000 tip by the 
same woman, who has earned the nick- 
name “angel tipper.” Martinez said the 
woman ordered chicken nachos, and paid 
for her bill and left without saying good- 
bye. As Martinez bussed the table, she dis- 
covered the receipt with the tip. 

Martinez told Fox 4 that the money 
made it possible for her to buy a flight 
to see her father for the first time in two 
years. 

Senaida’s Mexican Kitchen asked the 
woman to come forward so that Martinez 
could express her deepest gratitude in a 
social media post, but it seems the woman 
wishes to remain anonymous. “I would 
like to thank her in person. I would like to 
give her a hug,” Martinez said. 

On August 25, the angel tipper struck 
again at Dalrock Diner. After ordering 
a house omelet with hash browns and 
toast, the mystery woman left another 
$2,000 tip. 

Touris’ wife, Clarissa, told Fox 4 that 
the generosity shown by the stranger was 
eye-opening and serves as a reminder that 
“there are a lot of good people out there.” 

On August 29, Kiki’s Mexican Restau- 
rant in Rowlett posted that they too re- 
ceived a $2,000 tip from the anonymous 
woman. 

“We are truly humbled and grateful for 
this incredibly generous $2,000 tip to our 
server,” Kiki’s posted on their Facebook 
page. “Your kindness and support mean 
the world to us and we’re honored to have 
such wonderful customers like you. Your 
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gesture brightened our day and reaffirms 
our commitment to providing exceptional 
service,” the restaurant’s post said. 

According to Texas’ Rockwall County 
Herald-Banner, a $2,000 tip was also left 
at a Los Pinos in Royse City. They believe 
it was a fifth from the angel tipper. 


Teen Tackles 
Schools’ Lunch Debts 


Fourteen-year-old DeJuan Strickland 
of North County, Missouri, took it upon 
himself to pay the school lunch debt for 
every student at McCurdy Elementary, his 
former school. 

Strickland set up a GoFundMe page as a 
way to raise funds for students who cannot 
afford to buy food in the cafeteria. He said 
he was inspired because he remembers 
fighting hunger at school when he was in 
fourth grade. At the time, his mother was 
on disability and had limited income. 

“Sometimes a kid’s only meal that they 
eat during the day is at school. If they 
don’t have the money to pay for that, then 
that is a big problem,” he told KOMU. 

Strickland presented a $400 check to 
McCurdy Elementary just before the start 
of the school year to clear the students’ 
debts so they could eat lunch at school 
when the school year began. 

After he reached his goal, he decided 
he wanted to eliminate school-lunch debts 
for all the children in Hazelwood School 
District, Good Morning America reported, 
which includes 19 elementary schools, 
six middle schools, three high schools, 
and other facilities. By September, his 
GoFundMe page had raised more than 
$7,000. He plans to use $2,500 for Ha- 
zelwood, and is looking for other districts 
that may need the funds. 

Strickland said his giving spirit was in- 
stilled in him by his mother, who would 
make “blessing bags” filled with tooth- 
paste, toothbrushes, and socks for the 
needy in the area. 


Lemonade for Lahaina 


Five-year-old Edison “Eddie” Juel of Se- 
attle was saddened by the disastrous and 
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deadly fires in Lahaina, which he and his 
family had visited in January, and wanted 
to do something to help. He asked his par- 
ents if he could set up a lemonade stand 
to raise funds, and in just one week, the 
family was able to send a $17,000 dona- 
tion to Lahaina. 

Eddie’s mother, Ami, posted on Insta- 
gram that Eddie had struggled with com- 
prehending the devastation from the fires. 

“He kept asking questions this last 
week,” she wrote on August 20, “clearly 
trying to reconcile his belief in the world 
being fully good with something that is so 
awful. He’d ask if kids had really lost all 
their toys, or their bed, and then drop it, 
the issue clearly on his mind, but hard to 
process.” 

Ami was proud when Eddie suggested 
setting up a lemonade stand to help raise 
money for the victims. They stocked up 
on pink and yellow lemonade powder, 
as well as ice-cream sandwiches, candy, 
water, and popsicles. They set up the 
stand on a busy Seattle street hoping to 
raise $100, and were shocked by the out- 
pouring of generosity. 

Some buyers were paying $5, $10, $20, 
even $100 for a single glass of lemonade, 
which was being sold for just $1, USA 
Today reported. Others just gave money 
without taking anything for it. 

“Most people were like, ‘this is so cool. 
What a great idea. We’ve been looking 
for ways to help. We felt so helpless and 
didn’t know where to donate,’” Ami told 
USA Today. “A lot of people came by and 
stopped and told us like their story of a trip 
to Hawaii or some connection they had to 
the island.” 

When Ami saw how much people want- 
ed to give, she set up ways to donate on- 
line, and convinced her and her husband’s 
employers to match whatever money they 
made from selling lemonade. 

Ami said Eddie had a good time raising 
the money, and she and her husband are 
happy to support his positive ideas. 

“T?’m] struck by how his generosity in- 
vited others to be generous,” Ami said. “It 
was not something we could have orches- 
trated for him so it was nice to see that was 
an idea he had.” 

— Raven Clabough 
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THEMISTOCLES OF ATHENS: 
ANCIENT FIGHTER FOR FREEDOM 


Without Themistocles, Athens could not have defeated the Persians at sea. And without 
winning at sea, it is hard to imagine how Greece could have survived the war with Persia. 


Great man: Renowned historian J.B. Bury of the University of 
Cambridge wrote of Themistocles that he was “the greatest statesman 
of this critical period in the history of Athens” and “a man of genius.” 


by Fr. James Thornton 


the son of Neocles, a man of modest background, and his 
non-Athenian wife. Although he was a member of the an- 
cient Lycomid family, he was considered of low birth, something 
of a political handicap in that era. He nevertheless rose to become 
a statesman and military leader of tremendous significance in the 


B om in Athens around the year 528 B.C., Themistocles was 
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history of ancient Greece. Themistocles was an extraordinary man. 
The late J.B. Bury of the University of Cambridge states, “The 
greatest statesman of this critical period in the history of Athens, 
greater than either of his two rivals, Xanthippus and Aristides, 
greater than the hero of Marathon himself, was Themistocles.” 
Another historian, Chester Starr of the University of Michigan, 
says of Themistocles that he “possessed amazing powers of fore- 
sight, persuasiveness, and sharp logical ability.” And the military 
historian Major-General J.F.C. Fuller states that Themistocles was 
“among the greatest” of the great men of that time. 

Elected an archon (one of 12 magistrates) of Athens in 493, 
Themistocles is believed to have participated in the Battle of 
Marathon in 490, possibly as the strategos (general or military 
leader) of his phyle, or tribe. He was particularly concerned with 
the naval strength of Athens, since that city-state and Aegina had 
been at war, a war that was primarily naval. In addition, there 
were always in the back of the minds of Athenians thoughts about 
the possibility of another Persian invasion. For those reasons, 
Themistocles moved the main port of Athens from Phaleron, 
which was vulnerable to attack, to Piraeus, which was a natural 
harbor and more easily defended, and which he ordered fortified. 

It was around that time that a rich deposit of silver was discov- 
ered at an Athenian state-owned mine in nearby Laurium, south 
of Athens. It was proposed by some politicians that the proceeds 
from the silver be distributed to all Athenian citizens. But The- 
mistocles, especially mindful of the Persian threat, demanded 
that the money be used to build warships, greatly expanding the 
navy of Athens. The ruling assembly agreed, and Athens soon 
possessed a naval force of 200 triremes, the largest navy among 
the Greek city-states. Had Themistocles not insisted on that dra- 
matic expansion of Athens’ navy, it is difficult to see how the 
Greeks could have survived the coming war with Persia. 

In 481 B.C. it became clear that Xerxes, ruler of the Persian 
Empire, was about to launch another campaign against Greece. 
He had sent heralds to the various Greek cities demanding sub- 
mission. Yet, heralds were sent neither to Athens nor to Sparta, 
since it was Xerxes’ intention to obliterate these cities as punish- 
ment for Athens’ support of the Ionians during their revolt in 
499, and for the active opposition of both cities to the invasion 
10 years before by Xerxes’ father, Darius. 

As a result, that same year a congress of the Greek city-states 
met at Corinth to lay plans for a unified defense. Most importantly, 
the congress determined that all internecine warfare must end im- 
mediately and that commands on land and at sea must be unified to 


Fr. James Thornton is a priest in the Eastern Orthodox Church. 
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Xerxes’ dream of the conquest of Greece was shattered. 
In addition to the loss of so many ships and crews, the 
loss of prestige was catastrophic, since Xerxes’ empire in 
western Asia Minor was made up of Greeks. 


be effective against the Persians. One area 
of substantial disagreement was where the 
main point of Greece’s defensive resistance 
should be. The southern Greek cities, in the 
Peloponnesus, thought that the narrow Isth- 
mus of Corinth was ideal in that regard. That 
plan, however, was fatally flawed in that, 
with their huge navy, the Persians would 
have no difficulty landing troops behind the 
defensive line at the isthmus. Moreover, and 
even more importantly, it meant that all of 
Greece outside of the Peloponnesus would 
be surrendered without a fight. Since it was 
widely known that the Persians intended 
utterly to destroy Athens and slaughter or 
enslave its people, the Athenians stated that 
they would go their own way if that strategy 
were adopted. Because the participation of 
Athens was crucial, it was therefore decided 
that the attempt would be made to defend as 
much of northern Greece as possible. 

A defense at the Vale of Tempe, a nar- 
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row gorge through which the Persians 
would travel as they moved southward, 
was suggested. A force made up of Spar- 
tans under Evaenetus and Athenians under 
Themistocles — 10,000 men in all — 
marched to Tempe. Upon arrival, however, 
it was discovered that the gorge could be 
bypassed relatively easily. To stay there 
invited disaster, and so the forces were 
withdrawn. The only other point where a 
defense might succeed was Thermopylae; 
consequently, Leonidas of Sparta and his 
forces were dispatched there. Simultane- 
ously, a Greek fleet of 324 triremes and 
nine penteconters sailed up the strait be- 
tween the island of Euboea and mainland 
Greece. A smaller portion of these ships 
remained at Chalcis, the narrowest part of 
the strait, to guard against an attack from 
the south that could trap the Greeks in the 
strait. The remaining ships continued on 
to Artemisium, at the far northern edge of 


Euboea, to protect the army at Thermo- 
pylae from any attempt by the Persians to 
land forces behind their position. 

The Persian fleet at this time was an- 
chored off the coast of Magnesia, at Cape 
Sepias, a place that was not sheltered 
from weather disturbances, an important 
consideration in those days because of 
the fragility and instability of the large 
warships. The ancient Greek historian 
Herodotus noted that, since the Persian 
fleet was so large, only a small portion 
of the ships were moored to the land. The 
rest, he writes, “swung at anchor further 
off. The beach extended but a very little 
way, so that they had to anchor off the 
shore, row upon row, eight deep. In this 
manner they passed the night.” And so it 
was that a powerful storm arose the fol- 
lowing day that destroyed at least 400 
ships, along with, in the words of Herodo- 
tus, “a countless multitude of men... and 
a vast treasure.” Yet, so great was the Per- 
sian advantage in warships that the invad- 
ers swiftly recovered their equanimity. 

Despite the losses, the Persians at this 
point sent 200 of their ships down the 
east coast of Euboea, with orders to sail 
around the southern end of the island and 
up the strait to trap the Greek fleet. Here 
too, however, nature proved uncoopera- 
tive. Another violent storm enveloped the 
naval squadron, destroying all 200 ships. 
When this news reached Themistocles and 
his men, they were greatly heartened. Al- 
though the Persians still held a numerical 
superiority, the two navies were now more 
closely matched in size. 


The Battle of Artemisium 

Themistocles decided to test Persian naval 
tactics by sending a fleet to the Persian port 
at Aphetae. The Persians were amazed when 
they saw the small Greek fleet sailing to- 
ward them, thinking that it certainly would 
be overwhelmed and defeated. Herodotus 
writes that at a signal, the Greeks “brought 
the sterns of their ships together into a 
small compass, and turned their prows on 
every side towards the [Persians].” In the 
meantime, the Persian fleet sailed in a circle 
around the Greeks. At another signal, the 
Greek ships shot outward towards their 
enemy, smashing their bronze rams into the 
sides of the Persian ships, sinking several 
and, according to Herodotus, capturing 30. 
Both fleets returned to their bases after a 
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battle that was inconclusive, though an un- 
pleasant surprise to the Persians, who had 
expected an easy victory. 

When word came that the Battle of 
Thermopylae had ended with the death of 
Leonidas and the victory of the Persians, 
who were then marching on Athens, The- 
mistocles ordered the fleet south to the 
coast near Athens. At the same time, the 
people of Athens and the surrounding area, 
terror-stricken at the approach of the Per- 
sians, were evacuated to Aegina, Salamis, 
and Troezen. A small contingent remained 
on the Acropolis, which had been provi- 
sioned and fortified. The undefended city 
was overrun without effort, while the forti- 
fied Acropolis held out for two weeks. All 
of Athens was set ablaze, and the defend- 
ers of the Acropolis massacred — Xerxes’ 
revenge for the burning of Sardis during 
the Ionian Revolt in which Athenian hop- 
lites had participated. 

A considerable panic broke out among 
those from the Peloponnesus as the Per- 
sians occupied Attica — the region around 
Athens — and drew nearer the isthmus. 
That led to fierce arguments among the 
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Greeks, the southerners arguing for a de- 
fense of the isthmus, while Themistocles 
insisted on a sea battle off the coast of Sa- 
lamis in or near the Bay of Eleusis. The- 
mistocles went to the ship of Eurybiades, 
the Spartan naval commander, explaining 
to him that in a battle on the open sea, near 
the Isthmus of Corinth, the advantage goes 
to the navy with the greater number of 
ships, that is, the Persians, while within 
the confines of the battle he envisioned at 
the entrance to the Bay of Eleusis, the ad- 
vantage was with the Greeks. 

Themistocles’ arguments did not sway 
the southern Greeks, so he then challenged 
them with an argument that he believed 
they could not resist: He told Eurybiades 
that if they would not accept his plan, he 
would order his 200 ships to pick up all of 
the Athenians from their places of refuge 
and sail to Siris, a Greek colony in southern 
Italy, where they would be safe from Xerx- 
es and where they could all build new lives. 
With that, Eurybiades was given no choice, 
since, without the Athenian fleet, resistance 
against Persia would be hopeless. 

The first part of the plan of Themistocles 


was to employ a stratagem to lure Xerxes 
into the waters around Salamis Island 
where, because of the relative lack of space 
for maneuvering, the much larger Persian 
fleet would be at a disadvantage. Without 
telling anyone, he therefore sent one of his 
household slaves, a man named Sicinnus, 
who served as a tutor to his sons, to the Per- 
sian headquarters, pretending to be a trai- 
tor. He informed one of Xerxes’ officers as 
follows: 


The Athenian commander has sent me 
to you privily, without the knowledge 
of the other Greeks. He is a well- 
wisher to the king’s cause, and would 
rather success should attend on you 
than on his countrymen; wherefore he 
bids me to tell you that fear has seized 
the Greeks and they are meditating a 
hasty flight. Now then, it is open to 
you to achieve the best work that ever 
ye wrought, if only ye will hinder 
their escaping. They no longer agree 
among themselves, so that they will 
not now make any resistance — nay, 
tis likely ye may see a fight already 


Naval superiority: By modern standards, 

the warships of ancient navies were small, 
fragile, and unstable. But at that time, they 
could be deadly when used skillfully, even 
against much larger enemy forces, as was 
proven at the Battle of Salamis. 


begun between such as 
favor and such as oppose 
your cause. 


The message was conveyed 
to Xerxes himself, who, as 
a consequence, believed he 
could trap and defeat the 
Greeks at Salamis. 


The Battle of Salamis 

The first thing Xerxes did 
was to order the Egyptian 
squadron of his fleet to sta- 
tion itself at the Megaran 
Straits, the western passage 
to the bay, to block that es- 
cape route. He next ordered 
troops landed on the tiny 
island of Psyttaleia, where 
they could assist any Persian 
survivors of sunken ships and 
kill any Greeks who landed 
there. Finally, the main Per- 
sian battle fleet was ordered 
arrayed in three columns at 
the eastern passage into the 
waterway. When a political 
rival of Themistocles, Aris- 
tides, arrived from Aegina, 
he informed the Greek com- 
manders that the Persians 
had blocked both passages 
around Salamis, trapping the Greek ships, 
so that even the most obstinate of the op- 
ponents of Themistocles were now forced 
to fight with him. At dawn, Themistocles 
spoke before the fighting men, exhorting 
them by contrasting “what was noble with 
what was base, and bade them, in all that 
came within the range of man’s nature and 
constitution, always to make choice of the 
nobler part.” 

Xerxes stationed himself on a golden 
throne atop a hill that afforded a clear view 
of the bay, where he planned to watch the 
annihilation of his Greek enemies. As it 
entered the bay, the main Persian fleet was 
forced to divide itself in two in order to 
pass around on either side of Psyttaleia 
Island, and then was pressed together to 
pass the narrows between the Cynosura 
Peninsula on Salamis and the mainland. 
Confusion set in at once as the first ships 
slowed and those behind piled up in a 
kind of nautical traffic jam, the oars of the 
many triremes becoming entangled. What- 
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Tactical mistake: Xerxes was certain that he could crush the Greek 
fleet at the Battle of Salamis. He reckoned little of the skill of the Greek 
naval commanders. 


ever organization had prevailed at the start 
began to fall to pieces. To lure the Persians 
to sail on into the narrows, the Greeks ap- 
peared to be fleeing from the larger Per- 
sian force by sailing north toward the Gulf 
of Eleusis, but, after drawing the Persians 
into the trap, suddenly turned around to- 
ward the Persians’ lead ships, forcing 
them to slow down again and bringing 
more chaos to the formation. Maneuvering 
was ever more difficult for the Persians, 
with the mass of their vessels forced so 
closely together. The size of the Persian 
fleet, twice that of the Greeks, was, in the 
circumstance, at a decided disadvantage. 
A Greek commander, Ameinias, in one of 
the lead ships, was the first to sink an enemy 
vessel when he ordered his craft rapidly for- 
ward, crashing its bronze ram deeply into 
the Persian vessel, which quickly sank. Wit- 
nessing this, the spirits of the Greeks were 
uplifted and they all began attacking the 
Persian ships. The same commander pur- 
sued the ship of Queen Artemisia of Hali- 


carnassus, an ally of Xerxes and 
the actual commander of her ship. 
Believing herself to be in danger 
of capture or sinking, she rammed 
one of her own ships, sinking it, to 
save herself. Seeing that, Ameinias 
assumed that it was a Greek ship 
that he had been pursuing, and 
turned away. Xerxes, high up on 
his hilltop, recognized the queen’s 
ship and watched it as it rammed 
what he mistakenly thought was 
an enemy ship. Having already 
realized that the battle was going 
badly, he exclaimed, “My women 
are fighting like men and my men 
like women.” 

A Greek tactic was to sail so 
close to the Persian vessels that 
the oars were snapped off one 
side, rendering the ship practi- 
cally impossible to maneuver. The 
Greek ship would then turn around 
to sink the Persian vessel with its 
ram. In all, the Persians are said 
to have lost 200 ships, while the 
Greeks lost 40. Xerxes’ dream of 
the conquest of Greece was shat- 
tered. In addition to the loss of so 
many ships and crews, the loss of 
prestige was catastrophic, since 
Xerxes’ empire in western Asia 
Minor was made up of Greeks. 
“The Persians had good reason to fear the 
effect which the news of the crushing defeat 
of their navy might have upon the Greeks 
in Asia, and if Xerxes dreaded anything, he 
dreaded the revolt which actually came to 
pass the following year,” writes Bury. 

Worse yet, Xerxes had lost mastery of 
the Aegean Sea. Though he was still dom- 
inant on land, with the loss of so many 
ships, the Greeks might now disturb his 
supply lines, further upsetting his plans. 
Consequently, he decided to withdraw 
personally back to Asia Minor. With the 
Persians gone from Attica, the Athenians 
were able to return to their burned-out city. 

The ancient Greek poet Aeschylus, who 
was present at the Battle of Salamis, wrote 
that “Xerxes shrieked aloud when he saw 
the depth of his calamities,” and while 
watching the great sea battle develop into 
a disaster, “rent his clothes and uttered a 
shrill wail.” He apparently grasped that 
Greece would never be subdued by him, 
despite the might of his empire’s forces. Hi 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
mmm EEE 


Irate Customer Shoots 
Oil-change Employee 


One of the biggest selling points about 
Valvoline Instant Oil Change is the speed 
with which its technicians can service 
your vehicle, but the service apparently 
wasn’t fast enough for one customer in 
Memphis, Tennessee, who was so dis- 
satisfied with his wait that things turned 
deadly. 

The Tennessean reported on August 31 
that when one customer took his car to a 
Valvoline Instant Oil Change to get air in 
his tires, a conflict ensued. The customer 
became irritated when he was told that he 
had to wait for his tires to be inflated, so 
he grabbed the air compressor hose and 
tried putting air in his tire on his own. An 
oil-change technician told the customer 
that he wasn’t allowed to operate the air 
compressor, and took the air hose back 
from him, at which point the two men 
began arguing loudly. 

The manager of the store intervened 
and told the disorderly customer that he 
had to leave the store, and that’s when 
things became violent. The police in- 
vestigation revealed that the customer 
punched the technician in the face and 
the two men began shoving each other. 
The manager, fearing the worst, ran to his 
own car in the parking lot and retrieved 
a pistol, while the technician shoved the 
customer back into his car and yelled for 
him to leave. The manager returned to the 
store and saw his fears realized when the 
customer emerged from his car brandish- 
ing a handgun and repeatedly shot the 
technician. The manager immediately 
opened fire, shooting the customer in the 
head and fatally wounding him. Police 
were called, and the customer was pro- 
nounced dead at the scene. 

In a bizarre twist, an apparently home- 
less man entered the store moments after 
the shooting and stole the customer’s 
handgun. Police located the suspect who 
stole the gun at a homeless shelter a few 
days later, but the gun was never found. 
The investigation is ongoing, but police 
do not believe the man who stole the gun 
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had anything to do with the customer who 
was killed. 

The technician was taken for medical 
treatment for gunshot wounds in the arm 
and the hip. The Metro Nashville Police 
Department interviewed the manager at 
police headquarters. It appears that his ac- 
tions were justified under applicable law, 
but the investigation is not yet closed. 


“It’s Kind 
of Eating at Me.” 


WPXI.com reported on August 31 that a 
man who was wanted by the local police 
broke in to a house in Butler, Pennsylva- 
nia, and then was shot by the homeowner. 

The investigation is ongoing, but ac- 
cording to Butler City Police, the suspect 
broke in to the house through a locked 
basement door and was confronted by an 
armed homeowner, who tried detaining 
the man at gunpoint. 

Channel 11 interviewed the homeown- 
er, Jeremy Cox, who told the news station 
that at the exact moment he was pointing 
his firearm at the suspect, “nothing was 
really going through my head except for 
the fact that I didn’t want to kill him, but 
if I had to kill him, I would.” 

The intruder told Cox that “he was 
hiding from the cops, and they were 
outside.” Cox said the suspect was ob- 
viously intoxicated and was holding an 
empty vodka bottle. He told the suspect 
to keep his hands where Cox could see 
them so he could be sure that the suspect 
wasn’t armed or going to try anything 
dangerous. 

Unfortunately, the intruder did not 
comply with the homeowner’s lawful de- 
mands, and kept advancing. “I took a step 
back again, he took a step forward. He 
kept telling me, ‘no, no, no’ then I fired a 
shot to the side of him to hopefully scare 
him.... He said ‘no’ and he came forward 
again. I shot him in his side,” Cox told 
Channel 11. 

Fortunately for the suspect, the bullet 
only grazed him, and he was not seriously 
injured. Police soon arrived and the sus- 
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pect was taken for treatment to a nearby 
medical facility. 

Even though the crime ended without 
loss of life, Cox says that the encounter 
has taken a heavy emotional toll on him. 
“It’s weighing on me a lot because a lot 
of people are telling me I should’ve taken 
his life. Other people are saying ‘you did 
good’ by not taking his life. It’s kind of 
eating at me,” Cox told Channel 11. Cox 
also told Pittsburgh’s Action News 4 that 
he pities the burglary suspect, explain- 
ing that he’s “another guy who’s prob- 
ably having a hard time in his life.... He 
could have people that love him and want 
to help him.” 

The police investigation revealed that 
the suspect was currently wanted by the 
Butler County Sheriff’s Office. After 
being released from the hospital, he will 
be charged with felony burglary. The 
sheriff’s office issued a press release stat- 
ing that the homeowner is not expected to 
be charged. 


Taxi Driver Shoots Robber 


NOLA.com reported on August 24 about 
a taxi driver who was targeted for rob- 
bery by a thief in New Orleans. The Jef- 
ferson Parish Sheriff’s Office conducted 
an investigation, and Captain Jason Ri- 
varde stated that the thief ran up to the 
driver, pointed a gun at him, and ordered 
him to give him all his money. The fast- 
acting taxi driver pulled out his own gun 
and shot the suspect multiple times. The 
wounded suspect collapsed and was pro- 
nounced dead at the scene by arriving 
medical technicians. 

Rivarde told NOLA.com that the death 
has been classified as a justifiable ho- 
micide and the taxi driver will not face 
any charges. Rivarde explained that the 
“driver was presented with a threat to his 
life” that justified the use of lethal force. 

Investigators believe the deceased 
suspect is linked to other robberies of the 
same cab company, and that this crime 
may have been just the latest in his spree 
of taxicab robberies. 

— Patrick Krey 
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Taking 
Time Apart 


by William P. Hoar 


Hands of Time: A Watchmaker’s History, 
by Rebecca Struthers, New York: Harper, 
2023, 280 pages, hardcover. 


any think that counting time is 
not nearly as important as mak- 
ing time count. A few do both 


well. Here we have one such. Rebecca 
Struthers, the author of Hands of Time, has 
for years honed her skills in making deli- 
cate, accurate heritage watches, and now 
she has crafted a valuable chronicle that 
skillfully relates how timepieces relate to 
humanity’s history. 

Along the way, we meet crowned heads 
and the impoverished, journey from the 
Mariana Trench in the Pacific to the top 
of Mount Everest, and reach the Earth’s 
poles, the moon, and beyond. On close 
examination, our literary loop includes a 
look through a magnifying loupe at, for 
instance, a “detached lever escapement” 
first developed in 1754 that is still used 
in virtually all mechanical watches today. 

At one point, we are examining the pos- 
sible origins of the 24-hour day in an early 
Mesopotamian civilization; at another mo- 
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ment, we learn of the potential importance 
of a “Deep Space Atomic Clock.” Helping 
our passage is an examination of the mari- 
time navigational “quest for longitude.” 

Anecdotes abound, from a Rolex watch 
that was used in a daring mission within 
a prison camp in World War II (inspiring 
the movie The Great Escape) to Shake- 
speare’s nod to an early watch with a ring 
dial and a wrist-strap. 

Dig deeper and you can astonish your 
friends when you slyly drop a factoid 


from 1088 about how astronomer Su 
Song in China’s Henan province was 
commissioned by the emperor to create 
the world’s finest water clock — and, lo, 
just eight years later, there was a 40-foot- 
high hydromechanical celestial clepsy- 
dra. It was, we learn, the first moment in 
history “when the ‘tick, tock’ sound of a 
clock was heard.” 

The word time is, according to our time- 
keeper, the most commonly used noun in 
the English language. As the author says, 
“Our ability to do business, structure our 
day, and access life-saving developments 
in sciences and medicine all rely on — are, 
in fact, made possible by — access to ac- 
curate time.” 

Time marches on — in this case, with 
a historian’s fascinating accompaniment. 


Too Late for the “Golden Age” 

The time-traveling we experience encom- 
passes eras when time was essentially pub- 
lic, perhaps restricted to a church tower at 
a town center, to portable timekeeping — 
first, when just the wealthy had luxury piec- 
es, to more recent years, when watches have 
become accessible to virtually everyone. 
While chapters generally examine major 
historical events, there is always a personal 
side to include — that of the author, Re- 
becca Struthers, and her husband and fel- 
low watchmaker, Craig Struthers (whose 
illustrations/custom line drawings add ap- 
preciably to the volume under review). 
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After dropping out of school at age 
17 in Birmingham, England, Rebecca 
Struthers then took a silversmithing and 
jewelry course, eventually becoming (in 
2017) the first practicing watchmaker in 
British history to earn a Ph.D. in antiquar- 
ian horology (the study of the history of 
timekeeping). Here is the self-deprecating 
author’s self-description: “a socially awk- 
ward, tattooed woman, raised in a work- 
ing-class household.” If “someone like 
me,” she goes on, “can become a master 
watchmaker, anyone can.” 

The watchmaking workshop that she 
and Craig co-founded in 2012 — and we 
get looks at their travails, financial and 
personal — is not one from the golden 
era of watchmaking (which gets a com- 
plete chapter). Most of their tools and 
machines, as we find out, are 50 to 150 
years old, with skills also from a bygone 
time. 

In the “golden age” of watchmaking, 
notes the author, “that ran from the sev- 
enteenth and eighteenth centuries, Britain 
was the centre of the watchmaking world.” 
Now such artisans “are a rare breed,” and 
the course that they trained in no longer 
exists; “artisanal watchmaking” has been 
officially listed as an endangered skill in 
the U.K. In her chapter about “working,” 
Rebecca Struthers points out that, 
counting their own efforts, “Brit- 
ish watchmakers now produce 
considerably fewer than 100 
watches a year.” 

Beyond the detailed illustra- 
tions sprinkled generously in 
Hands of Time, there is a section 
of full-color photographs of many 
of the timepieces mentioned in the 
copy, an extensive bibliography, a 
list of pertinent resources (such 
as museums), and a serviceable 
index. A segment near the end pro- 
vides a guide about how to repair 
a watch. After looking at the asso- 
ciated illustration of an “exploded 
pocket-watch movement,” it’s 
clear that we should leave that job 
to the pros. Before its release this 
summer by Harper in the United 
States, the book was published by 
Hodder & Stoughton, an imprint 
of Hachette UK. Befitting its often 
extravagant subject, the book is 
handsome. 
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Its illustrated glossary is invaluable 
should you be unclear about some details, 
for instance, of blued steel; champlevé 
style; how a chronometer earns that title; 
établissage production-line manufactur- 
ing; piezolelectricity, which is produced 
by quartz crystal subjected to mechanical 
stress; and the tourbillon device produced 
by Abraham-Louis Breguet in 1801. Of 
course, if the reader already knows all of 
that, and more, he might skip a few pages. 

One of the stars of the golden-era chap- 
ter is Thomas Mudge, whose career was 
considerably lifted by his patrons. He be- 
came “renowned for the mechanical inno- 
vations from his watches,” recalls the au- 
thor. He made, for example, a complicated 
“grade sonnerie watch for King Ferdinand 
of Spain — which was set into the top of 
a walking cane.” Such watches have fine 
“complications,” with their mechanisms 
chiming both on the hour and the quarter- 
hour “if the owner wants to hear it in be- 
tween.” Mudge also was the first watch- 
maker to integrate a “perpetual calendar.” 

Another of his commissions came from 
King George III in 1770 for his wife, 
Queen Charlotte. That “Queen’s watch” 
was considered by Mudge to be the “most 
perfect” ever made that can be worn in the 
pocket. It features, recalls Struthers, “the 


Rebecca 
Struthers 


earliest known example of Mudge’s most 
ground-breaking invention, the detached 
lever escapement.” 


Timepieces for Queens, Trenches 
Another royal watch combines European 
religious history with the story of watch- 
makers of Huguenot descent. There are 
plenty of background details provided 
with the discussion of the 16th-century 
“death skull” once believed to have be- 
longed to Mary, Queen of Scots. Skulls 
were frequently found in paintings and 
accompanied by timepieces. As the au- 
thor says, death and time go hand in hand: 
“Time is the unstoppable beat that counts 
down the hours of our life.” After review- 
ing the related background, Struthers com- 
ments that it is “powerfully ironic that 
Mary’s watch, a potent religious talisman 
for a Catholic woman in an inhospitably 
Protestant country, was very likely made 
by a Protestant artisan in an equally hostile 
Catholic France.” 

Another “Queen’s watch,” also known 
as the “Mona Lisa of watches,” makes 
an extensive appearance. Designed to be 
worn by Marie Antoinette, it was made by 
Abraham-Louis Breguet. (The queen was 
guillotined before she ever saw it, and the 
piece was not completed until 1827.) The 
author calls it the “most compli- 
cated, beautiful and valuable watch 
ever made.” Among other aspects, 
the self-winding device had “power 
reserve indication (it could run for 
forty-eight hours from full wind), a 
chronograph, a thermometer and a 
perpetual calendar a la Mudge. In 
total, the watch required 823 parts 
squeezed into a 6-centimetre pock- 
et watch and is still considered one 
of the most complicated watches in 
the world.” 

(Unfortunately, the author does 
make here, and in a few other so- 
cial-commentary spots, some sim- 
plistic or naive asides about revo- 
lutions supposedly being caused by 
hunger.) 

Breguet’s expertise also includ- 
ed diplomacy. The author notes 
that both Napolean and the Duke 
of Wellington were among his cus- 
tomers. “Napoleon was so taken 
with his work he visited Breguet’s 
factory in disguise on several oc- 


2) 
2 
o 

s 

sS 
=} 

= 

QD 
2 

Qa 

S 
= 
fe} 
oS 
= 
oy 

# 
= 

Pa 


THE NEW AMERICAN © OCTOBER 76, 2023 


casions,” we are told. She tells her stories 
well, and often cleverly. This combination 
means (you can almost hear a chortle), that 
“it is quite possible that Abraham-Louis 
Breguet was the unofficial timekeeper of 
the Battle of Waterloo.” 

His name became legendary. Struthers 
recalls mentions of Breguet in Alexander 
Dumas’ The Count of Monte Cristo, by 
Jules Verne, and in William Makepeace 
Thackeray’s Vanity Fair, among others. 

In another section of Hands of Time, 
well beyond the deadly “skull” watches 
and related grim matters, Struthers largely 
refrains from extra commentary, describ- 
ing the watches gathered “after the Ameri- 
can bombing of Hiroshima in Japan” and 
how they now form a “poignant display” 
at a memorial park. After the atomic war- 
head landed on the morning of August 6, 
1945, “80,000 people were killed outright. 
The bomb created pressure waves that 
travelled faster than the speed of sound. 
Later, it was discovered that each one of 
the watches caught up in the blast was fro- 
zen forever at the time of the detonation: 
8:15 a.m.” 

She also goes into the “trench wrist 
watches” of World War I, developed in 
part because, when troops were crawling 
through the trenches, it was almost impos- 
sible to reach safely for a pocket watch. 


Dutch Forgeries, U.S. Competition 


So-called Dutch forgery watches were a 
main part of the author’s doctoral stud- 
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ies, and, not surprisingly, they also play 
a substantial role in this book. As the au- 
thor explains, Dutch merchants in the 18th 
century commissioned such pieces know- 
ing that consumers wanted London-made 
pieces, but the fake watches were not gen- 
erally made in the Dutch Republic or Eng- 
land. Rather, they were made in “manufac- 
tories” in Switzerland, using a production 
system known as établissage. 

The system streamlined production and 
“manufactories could create huge num- 
bers of watches.” While Britain’s largest 
workshop, according to Hands of Time, 
“could produce a few thousand watches a 
year, a Swiss manufactory could produce 
40,000. This completely revolutionised 
the industry. As a result of établissage, 
European watch production rose dramati- 
cally over the course of the eighteenth 
century, reaching an estimated 400,000 
per year in the last quarter of the century, 
possibly even more.” 

American competition added to the pain 
of British watchmakers. As we read, if the 
“Dutch forgeries had left the British in- 
dustry walking wounded, the sheer scale 
and immaculate organisation of American 
mass production delt [sic] the death blow.” 
Watches were no longer just a status sym- 
bol of the wealthy or those acting as if they 
were. Ingersoll Watch Company in New 
York, a mail-order business, had a lot to 
say about that transformation. In 1896, it 
released “the cheapest pocket watch so far, 
marketed for just $1, the price of a day’s 
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wage for the average working American. 
It was called the ‘Yankee’. Suddenly peo- 
ple from all walks of life — from servants 
and factory and rail workers to farmers, 
cowboys, street traders and even their 
children — were able to access accurate 
time whenever they liked. In the twenty 
years that followed their release, Ingersoll 
sold forty million Yankee pocket watches, 
enough to supply over half the population 
of the United States at the time. Their slo- 
gan was ‘The watch that made the dollar 
famous!’” 

As time inexorably moved on, people 
changed how they wore their watches — 
taking them from fobs and putting them 
on their wrists. This too is well-covered. 
In the chapter called “The Watch of Ac- 
tion,” there are multiple examples, includ- 
ing the fact that “Amelia Earhart wore her 
Longines chronograph for two of her At- 
lantic crossings.” 

In an aside, the author comments that 
readers might think that she — who lives 
with moving parts — might despise “no 
moving parts” digital watches. Yet, she ac- 
knowledges, “I still genuinely love digital 
watches” (but not smartwatches, one gath- 
ers, finding them “invasive’’). 

A quick tour relates how a Swiss en- 
trepreneur (Nicolas Hayek) reinvigorated 
the analog (or analogue) watch, by creat- 
ing Swatch watches. What had been, 500 
years before, perhaps the most expensive 
personal luxury one could buy, could then 
be purchased in your local department 
store. You might get one in every color, 
as the author says. The Swatch watch 
“transformed our relationship with por- 
table time.” And there’s a twist. The brand 
was so successful that its profits “allowed 
Hayek to buy up historic watch brands and 
inject new capital into them. The Swatch 
Group is now the largest conglomerate of 
luxury brands in the world, and owns cel- 
ebrated marques like Omega, Longines, 
Tissot and the House of Breguet. The 
cheap and cheerful watch had rescued the 
Swiss mechanical watch industry from 
oblivion.” 

While it is true that lost time may never 
be found again, this volume does help 
make the voyage entertaining. As our 
watchmaking guide puts it: “Watches not 
only measure time, they are a manifesta- 
tion of time — signifiers of the most pre- 
cious thing we have.” Hl 
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Victories 1n 
South Dakota > 


by William S. Hahn, 
CEO of The John Birch Society 


the South Dakota Pub- 

lic Utilities Commission 
acted twice to deny private 
companies permits to con- 
struct carbon-capture pipe- 
lines. Navigator and Summit 
Carbon Solutions both got 
rude awakenings when the 
elected board chose to protect 
property rights rather than 
trample them. 

As The New American has 
pointed out, elected officials 
who adhere to their oath to the 
Constitution are in the business of protecting God-given rights. 
South Dakotans are learning this firsthand. 

While Navigator hasn’t yet pursued using eminent domain to 
gain access to land from owners who will not grant easements, 
Summit has, which hasn’t bought them any good will. 

Navigator was turned down due to its lack of addressing land- 
owners’ safety concerns, while Summit admitted it would not 
be able to adhere to ordinances from four counties, which is a 
statutory requirement. 

Four counties out of 66 in South Dakota enacted specific or- 
dinances for safety reasons. Rather than abide by them, Summit 
is challenging some of these counties in court under the delu- 
sion that federal law trumps local and state ordinances. Federal? 
Remember that the federal government has a pipeline of its 
own. This one carries tens of billions of tax dollars earmarked 
for carbon-capture pipelines, thanks to the Inflation Reduction 
Act of 2022. 

Far from over, the battle has caused great concern among 
those farmers who have decided that they do not want to grant 
easements to Summit. More than 80 of them are currently being 
sued in eminent-domain proceedings by Summit. 

In a rather brazen and arrogant statement, the lead lawyer 
for Summit said at the permit hearing that 72 to 73 percent of 
landowners along their proposed route that have signed ease- 
ments, and then insinuated that “50+1” should be enough to 
move the project forward, essentially overruling the rest of the 
landowners. 


I n less than a week’s time, 
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The Founding Fathers did not 
set up a 50+1 majority to gov- 
ern society. A 50+1 majority is 
democracy, otherwise known 
as majority rule or mob rule. 
James Madison, Father of the 
Constitution, described democ- 
racy. He wrote, “A common 
passion or interest will be felt 
by a majority, and there is noth- 
ing to check the inducements to 
sacrifice the weaker party.” 

Madison also wrote, “De- 
mocracies have ever been 
spectacles of turbulence and 
contention; have ever been 
found incompatible with per- 
sonal security, or the rights of 
property; and have in general been as short in their lives as 
they have been violent in their deaths.” 

Summit demonstrates this quite well. If it were up to them, 
their majority would trample the rights of the minority. Yet 
the republican form of government, guaranteed to every state 
in Article IV, Section 4 of the U.S. Constitution, protects the 
minority from the whims of the majority. 

The 2023 John Birch Society Leadership Conference and 
Council Dinner recently held in Des Moines emphasized that 
efforts to stop these rights violations must be organized. An 
organized effort to educate the electorate about these dangers 
and what can be done about them, along with an organized ef- 
fort to direct elected officials to protect the rights of citizens, 
is the only thing that will be able to stop such usurpations. 

We offer understanding of the bigger picture of why these 
pipelines are being built, and how to stop them at the county, 
state, and federal levels. 

The time to fight these battles is now, while we still can. 
Educate your county supervisors and explain to them how 
they can help protect property rights. Steve Kenkel, Shelby 
County Supervisor in Iowa, has assembled 
a 12-step checklist that supervisors can fol- 
low if they are facing these pipelines. Look 
for his interview on The New American TV 
from September 12 or scan the QR code. 

Then get organized and active by joining 
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ZIGNEGO READY MIX, INC. 


W226 N2940 DUPLAINVILLE ROAD 
WAUKESHA, WI 53186 


262-542-0333 * www.Zignego.com 
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Showers & Lavatories 


The Onyx Collection manufactures 
showers and lavatories in Belvue, KS. 


We have over 4,500 active dealers 
throughout the United States that sell and 
install our products. 


Quality products, unique designs, our 
guarantee, and ease of installation have 
made us legends in this industry. 


Call us at: (800) 669-9867 


Kansas, USA 


105 Broadway St. Belvue, KS 66407 (phone) 800-669-9867 (fax) 800-393-6699 


www.onyxcollection.com 


